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Tet all of this came of curious clrcwastance, since the waters 0

CCNCENTRATION ON THE MERDERBET

In the beginning what confusad many of the paratroopers and
acted as a drag on operations along the MERDERET line was the

présence of the marshes, The Battali~ns had not expected to .

find them there; they knGW'that there were wide marshes near N
the confluence of the MERDERET and DOUVE bub they had believed =
that above CIERF DU POET:and ad jacent to LA FIERE :hey would

find the MERDIRET running cleanly through a well-defined and

narrow trench aﬁd that the meadows on both sides of the Qih .
stream would be flat and reasonably dry. Thus when they

oame down in the marshes during the darknees; many of them

assumed that they haed dropped off courss aol were somewhere

along the line of the DOUVE.* The marsh notb only.foulsd-tneir T
equipment and incressed their physioal difficulties; it aléo'_ .:'f5
confused them mentally; made individual orientation more dif-.

fieult and slowed concentration,

i

had been there for nearly a yeér. In July of 1943 the ?lQQﬁ 
of lnundation, baéking'up rrdm the lock at IA BARQUETTE, had
reached'as'far as the Géuseway‘to west of MANOIR DE LA FIERE. |
Within a few weeks of then; the salt'lakerilling.ﬁha'little
valley on both sides of the MERDERET was as deep as a man's
*A11 officers and men who oame down on the MERDERET made

this statement, Gommanders such as GAVIN and LINDQUIST alsc
spoke of how it influenced the ecaloulations of many.,




chont and 1t did not recede therEafter. Reéﬁs and tall
grasses grew out of the water during the Aﬁtumn and thicksned
when Spring came.* They partially obscured the spraad of ﬁhe
sheet of water which at the LA FIERE crossing was a- proxi~
rmately 650 yards from shore to shore. Intimations of this
situation should not have baan'wﬁolly unkﬁcwn to the air-

borne forces. The sheet maps published by COmpany"B,‘ééoth"'

Engineers (Second Edition of April, 1944) rather clearly de~ =~

Tined the limits of the inundations though it was done in _ =§§§fﬁ

terms of classicéundar~ataﬁementm~"grouﬁd prbbably'soft."
But what had further confused the issue was that detailed
study of the most racent air pnotggraphs ol tnis terrain——

taken within a few days of the invasién-wdid not reveal the

mersh, though what Telss trick of photography was respmﬂsiblé_ _ﬁf

for that mischance must go unknowa, ALl tha% is certain is
that the men falt sure the mersh was not there,** The"rivar

itself was an insignificant barrier and had their‘initial'

expeotations naterialized concerning the marsh, the operations . . |

along the MERDERET would have taken a quite different turniog-

‘and the bad drop suffered by two of the infantry regiments _; "'

would have had'farfless‘ﬁurtrul consequences,

*This comos from M. LOUIS LEROUEX of MANOIR DE LA FIERE who .
kept accurate checl of the rise of the waters baqauserit inter«:

fered with the grazing of his cattle. , :
“*The Commanders all said that thelr miscaloulations wers
based on the alr photographs. “Apparontly there was no other

competent source of local intelligence as to terrain Gonditiohé;




However, one other acclﬁent of ground partlally compenﬂated |
for the unexpected Jeop&rﬁy caused by the marsh. Coming doxn
into this black pit, flmilng themselves suddenly pre clpit&ted‘.
into water almoat shoulder~high or clinging to soft banks | |
ad jacent to that watéf,'wondéring.as they struggled to;frée '
tnémselvés from.their harness hoﬁ to &80 about finding ﬁheir'
bearings, the paratroopers man by man and group bY erOuP were.
dr&wn to one apot as”if by a magnet.. A short dlstance above »
LA ¥IERE the rallrcad rightofway cuts dla onally across the ,  gﬁﬁ:fé_
shallow valley of the B FTRDERET. But the streamn also bends at .
that point so that fcr a dlstanoa of about 23 miles between |
LA FIERE and GRAIWVILLE the rallWay embankment stands up boldly
like a dlka commandlng the marshland., In dar or in dayllght
1t dominatss the landsoape, to anyone ccming duwn in the marsh
above LA TTERE, the emhankmenb 15 the flrst thln” to ba seen |
on the 3kyline and the ane solid obgect in an otherw1se un—- j_‘ ff}
certaln situation. Althougn no one had fmresean that the en-. :@%igﬁa
'bankmsnt would prove a lifawsaver, 1t was 1nevitabla that in S

the ciraumstances of that nlgnt tna paratroopers wuuld gravinﬁf

¥

tate straight to it.

;Many af those wha des¢ended into qr near the water north of the

LA FIBRE Gauseway wara wall off caurse.. The neavy clouds had

”;_tended o ‘separate the elements of the formatlon after 1t had fiﬁ
crossed into NORMANDY and thla acattering was further aggra~  ;{

vated by the eva31ve actlon af 1ndividual pldnes when they




S in about two feet Of water amid deep marsh grasses. Trace

;ﬁj‘hlmaalf from his harness- in about 10 minutes he was out of it._

encountered anti~aircraft fire about two-thirds way across |
the peninsula. These ekperiences were distracting, and coupledi"
with the darkness of the night, they ﬁétmitted-the paratrqoperé

little chance to observe the line along which the flight was -

proceeding.

When the green 11ght flashed on and tney had to Jumh, tney
were an average of two miles from their proper Dron Zone. ~ The .
strays included most of the ccmmand elements of 508th Regiment_
and soms of its combat people, a oonsiderable number of 507th
men (though these were scattered for yet another reason) and .

GEN GAVIF'S group: ino the majorlty, they halonged to Force MAN
whose task is was to secure the MIRDERET crossings. The J.'c".:;'x-«:ze-:     :i
:_.Was supposed to arrive at the Drop Zcne, west of the MERDERET, l iﬁfF

3 mlnutes after crossimg tne.eaastllne.:

But thc 8 minutes nassed and COL LIPDQUI 3T of 508 looking aut
saw chlefly a w1de expanse of water just anead of the plane. : ‘%EQf:
'He concluded that thiﬂ must bc T PRAIRIE-MUhe large flood Eh
area near CHEF DU PONT around the confluanca of the JERDERET ;
and DOUVE This would put him somswhat south of the Drop Zone. e

Then the green light flashad aﬂé he jumped ‘He landed easily 'f"i“i

| .fire had boile& up around hlm during the descent; it kept eom;ng

at him across the'water°'he lay prone and began wovking to fres

But the exper;ance had deepaned nis halier th&t he was or tha';f



DOUVE,

in reality he had landed mnot far from the sunken causeway

rurning east to the railroad Just south of the place which. .

the paratroopers were later to nickname "The Grey Castle."

e saw no enemy troops around himranﬁ'whila he was walting a
larga flight of planas croaﬂed tha sky - ta'éouthﬁard'of hinm
and thc trager fire which had ‘been bctkering him.waq drawn
off, After a few mlnutes of walking throuzh the marsh he saw |
a blue. llnht and recognized it as the beacon for his Regi- 55. '_?
mental HQ asgsembly. It looked as if it were g thousand yards |
away though he found it hélf that distence.* The walk took

him eastward Quite suddenly he wa.s challenged, it was hls

own orderly, ‘he had heard uINDQUIST ‘ohurning along through

the water. They went along together. The walk was brcken  "
twice when the water shelved off sharnly and they went 1n ovar
their heads. The ducking came Prom canals ruaning roughly - BRI
parallel to the Rlver: both times they g0t out of the water. ff“faiafif
without losing any equipuent, el

About 20 mexn had alreadf aasemead on tae light when they "‘I
reached it IJNDQUI&T could hear other men millinu arcund 1n
the marsh and he sont - runners out in all diractions to collect )
tham, regardless cf unit. They 3ame back wntn a few 508 man,_,;;ﬁ"”“'

some from 507 and a qcattering of artillerymsn belonging to .~ . . o .7
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. *Accorﬂing to LIRDQUIST: thiS'dﬁcepticn'ié:aharacteristiﬁi; .
of aasembly 1ight3_ S o e RS i




. the right of tla 1ine of rllght he qaw gunlire and flak he

Force mA", They ware-lass‘lucky with their equipment. The
aseembly lisht had short-circuited because of the wet ground.
Moat ofltha supply bundles had vanished into the marsh, and -
of the two or three that were recovered from the high ground,

only one contained an SCR-300,

One man who had found his way to the light told LIND QUIST

that from the marﬂh he had seen what appeared to be a railway -
embankment only a Tew hundred yards to the West Since he 3
knew that the Tﬁll line ran roughly parallel to the MERDERET ﬁi;
rather than the DOUVE, 1t was the f£irst news to LINDRUIST of

his general locatlon. He told the 6th6r_mﬂn to stay with him‘

and they would move oﬁt shortly.  In this way was bezun one

of the major assenbliog almng the LERDERETf

GEN GAVIHN, landing relatively c]a%c Lo mhera LJJDQUIST naﬂ

ccme down, had escaped the marsh, tﬂau i e had labored unjer f |

the same miaapprehensions as to his position, Just bercra_ ,
Jumping, he had observed what appeared to be a wide- rivar weJx )
to the westward and Le -igured that it was likely to be the I S
DCUVE and the abounding marsh. Small arms fire was coming ap )

at him from the groundlas-his chute opened and well off to

guessed wronply that the fire wag coming from BTI“NVILLE whlch
wa 9 thouﬂlt to. have the only heavy AA 1nsta31atlons in tha 7
genaral area. There was also muoh tracer fire tnat way. GAII“;"

came down in an orchard and wag Jjoined almoat immndlataly by




hlB aide LT HUGO V. OLSEN together they proceeded to "roll
up" their stieck, By tue time they had worked their way to

7 the last few men they found themselves at tha edge of g w1de 'ff."

marsh; a few men were already in the water, dragging supply
bundles out of the mud and muck. Other Paratroopers were
coming down in the watar, the men of the stlck could hear the

splashes out somawhere in the darkness,

Twenty minutes after the party had raached the marsh, they
.8aw & red assambly light show on the far bank—«the szgnal Of
507. Shortly thereafter a blue light blinked on geveral hun-
dred yards from the red. light—~508's sign&l. GAVIN posted - |
close~in seourity and then sent DLSEN on a sdouting mission
to round up all tha en. he could find on thelr side of the

marsh, Within about two hours, appraximately 150 men wsre

at hand-—all from 507 exoept GAVIH‘S own stick and one planehfif}

load from 508, There hud baen no counter aetion by the enemyﬁff:b,

though the solid ground confronting the marsh wag well dug'

with =1it trenchas and prepared gun. poslticns. On his raﬁurnf7?~?

OLSEN told GAVIN that he had seen a railroad embankment on
the far side of tne marsh anﬂ that ha believed that tne
marah was pasaable for roat troopa this was GAVIN'S flrst N
‘knowledge that he had ~come dcwn on the MERDERET rather than e
the DOUVE *

*G&VIN said this' "I thought we were on. the DOUVE because j;?f

of the depth and width of the water, OQur pre-operatiomal =~
photo interpretaticn had established that the MERHERET was a




GAVIN could hear heaVy firing to the eastward he guessed

that 1t was ocourring around STE MERE EGLISE. At about ou30 e

LT 00L OSTBBHG-and IT coL MALONEY of 507 arrived with about ISR

150 men. Thereon GAVIN tentabively decided to move as qulcksii,b

ly as possible and seize the LA FIERE bridge and causeway
he knew that he would have to do it before dayllghr or his

men would face the formidable task of advanclng 600 yards o

aoross a shallow lake in the face of enemy weapons. Such wasﬂf_f

GAVIN'S aituation at about ‘the time LINDQDIuT decided to.mova7i

®

his 100 men over to the railway thankment They took up a

march formation and moved out, ' LINDQUIST had in mind the.

Same goal as GAVIH. He Xknew that LA Fxﬁﬁﬂ was the mission fﬂ-i}*

of Pirst- Battalion 505, but he was gu6531ng that that Reglw

ment, too, might have been seattered if he 2ot to the brldgew;f;

head and found 505 already there, he could move through 1t

and continue. south bo ETIEHVILLE “his a351gned objective.,

The 507 Regiment was in a bad way ., The drop had left ité
elamﬂnta S0 badly scabtered that for three days ﬁhareafter

the Regiment remained uncollectad The regimsntal Drop 20neﬁfff

was about 1000 yards north of AhFREVILLE and-a 1ittle to tne gﬁ

southeast of GOURB“”VIELu th one single stick from 50?

narrow stfa&m, Its value as an anti-tank obstaele had bean

carefully studied, It seemed to usg that it would be difflcult
 because the river bank was bounded by grass-coverad maysh, ths,f

fringes of which were used for grazing, Actually, what“we
mistook for Pasture grass was swamp grass several Taet hlgh

which shuwed above the water and coneaaled the water expanse,?:




landed on the Drop Zéne, though one Pathfinder team, which .
had arrived in advance of Regiment, made it; the Pathfindér' _1
from the other two battalions were driven back by fire and

couldn't set up either their markers or raders. The one ofﬁi”'
Ticer and 3 men of the successful team maintained the signal o _
on the Drop Zone from 0220 to 0300; by which time all of the. iﬁ$f£;
assault serials had passed over, The signal appears to hévé  7

been of little bemefit.* Many of the sticks came down hetweén'“i*?5

the Drop Zone and the MERDERET and most of the men landed inm

*LT CHARLLS AMES led the successful Pathfinder team. None
Of the lisht men were assembled after the drop and AMES gobt -
together only his Fureka man, the wire man and the section Dot
sergeant. All four men had eancountered rifle and machine pis~ ..
tol fire during the drop but the Germans remained in position .
and did not come after them when they hit the ground several .
hundred yards from the Drop Zone. AMES landed in the middle - " -
of a group of buildings whioch be recognized at once fronm nrior
study of air photos. . Hs backed away from the area at once but
came under fire in go doing; moving into & wheat field neanr L
the Drop Zone, he ran into the other three men. After waiting -
valply for the rest of the team, he sent the three men on.to -
cover the field and then went on ratr'ol by himselr, seeking.
other membérs of the team. The search was unavailing and at
0220 he set up the Eureka. At 0230 the planes came over and. . e
AMES saw the men dropping well beyond him., As AMES explainad;:‘ﬁg
it, what had happened was probably this: In the absence of PRI
1lights the Bureka signals the location of the field, The blip -~
is on the grid coming up to bhe fleld; it goes down the scals .
during the approsch; then 1t wings out as the plane zoes over: .
the field end” starts to rise again at e little disbance, Thig
couple of seconds between the pilot's puzzlement over not see~
ing the lights and his sudden swareness that the blip is ris-. -
ing would account for the planes, on a proper course, dropping -7
‘thelr stioks well to eastward. AMES did not know at this time =
that he was the only Pathfinder on the Drop Zone. He waited . =
for a few minutes and saw. the second serjial come over. Ie
acted much as the first had done, The third gerial was already -
scattered becanse o & heavy cloud bank as it appreached him -
and ‘a number of the planes could be seen far off course. AMES:
withdrew his men about 15 minutes after the last planes came . -
over, - o R _ L IUEIR
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the marsh, That was in consequence of the TROOP. CARRIER
CONMAND overshcoting the mark about 1000 yards. The planes

had been fairly well on course but they hed bsen undone

finally by the bed fortune of the Pathfinders, The pilots .'”

came on looking for ‘the three large "Tiat which were Bupposed

to mark the Drop Zone. When the "T's" failed to appeﬂr. the .

pilots had a few seconds of natural hesitation before: giving

the aignal it was just 1ong enough to avail that the strength

of the Regiment was dlssipated in the marsh and that for many

. he found that thﬂ embankment ‘wag serving as a lcdestone' parav :

of its men the immediate problem became one of extrication
and survival rather than of effectiﬁg'an'ésaemhly. Other 50?

planes which had been scattered by cloud and fire fer north.

and south of the intanded line or fllght dropped their atlcks

in territory ramote from the Div151on area. Soms of the men

from sticks fairly well on course ocame duwn among the flelds

and orchards on the west bank or tne MERDERET othars landea if}f

along the western edge of the marsn and found thelr way tc :
the nearest solid ground; these troops collected for the most

part around OQTBERG and MALOHLY and linked up with GAVIN’S

Tforce, LT JOHN H. WISNE R, Regimsntal G-2, 1anded on the east-ﬁ

ern bank of the MBRﬂERET saw the railway embankmant anﬁ.moved

to 1t thrcugh the marsh. Enroute, he picked up about, BD.men, f'

mostly from 507's Saoond Battalien. On caming to the track

trooPers Ware coming to it from both aides from out cf uhe

'marsh. He gathared ﬁnase man in and he 1ed tham aouth along

8 g Sad Rt - i e L A S e e



the reilrcad until they came at last to where LINDQUIST ha@j_ij" “
collected his 100 men. They joined this body as it moved on
LA 'FIERE#:
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Such were the actions and intentions of the principle mobile
groups which had been qﬁitelinadvertently precipitated into ‘,'
the fight for the LA FIERH crogsing. One'othar group which;'.ff7 
figured prominently in the éubsequent dévelopmﬁnts'couldnitﬂ,:l;}
get started, LT COL CHARLES 7. TIMMES, commanding gecond
Battalion, 507, landed in the marsh west of the MERDERET in @
water up to0 his knees.* While dragging himsel? out of the S
miek, he saw the railway embankment on the far side of thel B
marsh and heard firing to north and gouth. From these thinga ""f{
he guéssed his.locationw—AMFREVILLE lay %o the west of him,‘ |
probablf‘abbut a mile away, He moved north along tha_edge'ir.
of the marsh searching the ridges and drainage ditches for
men; he found about 1O of'tﬁem; all of whom had had experiml L
ences not unlike his own., They went on ﬁhrough the dark. ;t-'i*;:
was about 0400 when two gliders came in and landed near thﬂﬁf'7;; 5

while they were st1ll moving indecisively along the west shdré;f

*There was quite a bit of wind and TIMMES couldn't collapse . ¢
his chute. It pulled him along through. the marsh, the water - .
sometimes giving off to a depth of L-5 Teet. A large part of = .
the time he was being pulled along- flat with his head under .. 7
water and his body fighting to recover balance. The waterlog- .
glng of the equipment and clothing weighted him down so that -
all the time recovery became more difficult and he found it
impossible to get his knife out and cut loose., He felt him-' -
self near to drowning several times but the chute alweys pulle~ -
ed him onto slightly higher ground in time., After 20 minutes - .
- of struggle, he came up on an embankment of a drainage diteh -
and was able to free himself of his harneass. L L




TIHNES plc&ed up 10 more men from the g]lders thcugh in so

doing his group became engaged at close range by onemy machine  ﬂ’¥

gun fire and had to get for oover. Wanderlng into CAU”UI@WY
(Wobve: This was the first potential capture of the western

approach to the La FIEHEcrossinge) they picked up another 30

men from Company D, 507. 4% that time, TIMMES hesrd flrlng _ ;3.3f

from the direstion of AMERNVIILT and decided that hlS own
Battalion was probably attacking the village from the north
(according to‘plan} and that he had best take his group'and__;:'i
move against AMFREVILLE from the east to agsist the mis slon.l.

By this tima, it was daylight. TIMMES figured it would be
inviting trouble to move his group via the main road, so he
veersd a little to the north of ths CAUQUIGNY chupch and
started thom GTOHﬂ*GOURtM“ They deployed along a hedgérdw“ *
and then'went ahsoad alons tio lateral hedgercws and dltcheq.
There were about AO men, ”hey motved on through the group ofr
farm buildings to northwest of the church; there tnay ran 1nto
a group of about 30 men undar LT LEVY of 507. TIMMES organ-=
ized the enlargad party fcr all-around protecticn and again  &
started forward.. He imaginsd that he- wculd be moving in on .
 the rear and flank of an enemy forue alraady engaged along ibsf
own front, once he cane to AHFREVTI&E. On this assumption ha?
weighted both his flanks with the idea that it would give him.'
some advantaﬁe in the at+aok. As the group started mnving

up tha high ground just to the gast of AMFRE?IILE they ran

- 12 - :f  ‘,;* f




into a platcon of 4iericans, mﬁinly from 507: but the platoon fi
Wwas conserned with getting on.to.its own objective——a positioﬁ-
alohg the northeast flank of the 82d4's sector. It moved off‘-a
at right angles to the line which TIMIS was taking: within.

a very fow mlnates thereafter he was beginning to find trcuble,_  g
The Germens had tuken up firve rositions along the top of - the
high ground; apparently, there werentt very nany of tham, but '"'
some’smull.afms flre from beyond the hedges on both flanks ﬂ'.
bsgen to Bake nlov toll of TLAMG' men. By the time TIMMES ﬂ

mete of the sltuation had been entirely wrong., The eNEnNy was .

started to move iuts the village, he realized that his esti-

not being angaged b:‘ang otler Americans; the oanly firing

from the village wuz beiny ¢irected agningt him;'and he felt
that he was gradunlly losing Qaﬁtral of his own force withoutr
doing any nurt_tc 1 ha Germaha. The‘attaek drew mmcniné.gun

fire from out of the tops of some of the bulldings; that

simply epurred TITIROe decislon to withdraw and raorganiza.a‘?_
He had lost 7 or & men, some of them killed., Duringz the withe i
drawal, e nemny fire acain harassod his flanks; some ofrthe' 
Cermans in ALLREVILL had followed him out, énd one ﬁachiné

fsun made ibsell anneeliolly mbuut1ou tr1ilinp the group. by

one hedgerow distancs, By 0930 TIMES had taken up a daransiveil
poaition in an orehrd noxt tAL marsh, aomawhat less than a -
mile'ndrth 6f tha,OAﬁQUIﬁNY ehuroh. he put hls_man to work -
digelng in androthérwise:o“ﬁanimiaw hii nosition. That mornwl’

ing they had abandunod ] 5? AT huu in one of the gliders anﬂ B




TIMES intended to recover it if he‘could. But the position
continued to draw some fire from outside ite perimeter: in
the morningz, this was of desultory character and the group
could have pieked up and moved on had they chossn, Ih fmid-
afternoon of that day, TIMMES would have moved, but by that

time it was too late.*

An Tor the andvancs of Company A, 505, against the IA FIRRE
positicn, there was nothing either acclidental or casual about
it. That was tho Company's target; they went setraicht to it -
and were well fitted for the undertakins. The Corinany came
into the same Drop Zone as the two Battalions which were to
fight in STE KBRS BCLISH; it vtecane the first company to as-
semble that morning. All in all, that was perhams the rost
renarkable assenbly accomplished during OFERATION KuPURE,
sinca, desnite the dariness, all but two zen were accounted
Tor within cne hour of the drop, They beean athering while :
- on the move anﬂ the Tirst stioks wero already proceediﬁg to~-
ward the objactive when the last sticks hit the field., TFer-
fect brlefing followed by a perfect Grop acecounted for tnié

phenonenon , *¥*
They had proceeded to within 300 yards of the LA FIERE bridpge ; 

*This was TIMIEE' statorent. He spoke with recret of what . -
he congldered a lost oprortunity. ' ‘ ‘

*#0hia is not the HO's oniinion but the statement of the men.
All Company A matorisl was obtuined at s Commauny ceritique with
all surviving officers and NGOz present. e
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and were at the road Jjunetion just to east of it when they
drew sniper fire from their left flank and within a few .
econds humped into a front of m&chine gun fire covering the
houses at MaNOIR D ILa FTERE. 'They believed that they were
the Tirst Americans on the scene., LT GLORGE W. PRESNEIL led
one squad far over to the right almost to the bank cf the
river, then tried to move by the left flank agalnst the build-
ings; the group got past the first band of fire and was BOV~
ing in behind the first eneny sun nosition wher it came unler
fire from a second machine gun positioned near the bridge;
FRESHZLL grenaded the first gun snd thought he knocked it

out; then the squad had to withdraw.

While these thinﬂs were happening to company A, 505, the

IIUDRUIET aroup, 1naludinﬂ UISNER'S party, were coming toward

LA FINRI down the aasb bank of the River, CEYN GAVIN and hia

force were till on the west shore or finding thelr way aarnss"

the marsh, It had been reported to GAVII that LINDQULST'S

column was movxnf down: the rqiiroad and he (GAVIN) was about.

-

ready to take off along the same route when two gliders landed f77ff

- on . the wnst saore about 400 yards from GAVIH‘“ n031tion. Up

till then, the GAVIN party had maua ed to ratrieva only one

bazooka and a few rnunds of ammunitzon all other heavy aquiﬂ-‘.f'ﬁf

ment, ineluding radios, had heen lost in the narsh. The glider ...

1anﬁinb therefcre seVmﬂd like a *1;t fron abova with luck,

one of the ﬁlidera mlght even contain a 57 AT gun; 8o the m“?ﬂ ff_




south was nostponed and a patrol was sent to reconnoiter it.e
rlider. The patrolts leader; LT GRAHAM, returned in ﬁbout

30 minutes; he neesded 25-30 addiﬁion&l men; one glider eon-
talned a 57 gun and the other a jeep; they hed lunded in a
rarsh, and added to the normal difficulties of the sltuation,
the enemy was putting small arms fire on the marsh, (Note

by HO: from exanination of the sround , it_saems probable that
the orchard where GLVIN had landed is the safe one wiele
CIMMEDS foree beeune held,) 'The patrol left on its mission
but GRATIAL was back within the hour; he sald that the men
couldn*t budie the equipment and the eneny fire was building
un steadily. This time GAVIN accompanied him to tho marsh,
tle found that the men had jone to iround in old Cerman Po-
sltlons wiere they were under such grazin: fire that the prlu
Hary difficuliy was to get them out af,thair_hwles and wopk-
ing. He went back to the nosition along the marsh shore arﬁer

siving hAuQP_Y instruetions to altner gat the pen on Lhoir

task at onee or give it up, MALOMEY trled, but no good caiie

of it. Phw men couldn't nunhandle the hmaVy equipment out of -

the bor: aven nﬁiﬁr they had braved the fire anﬁ got the fxrat-

Part of the &mtail ﬂcuompliahed' theViemp aank from its own

walirhh lnbn thn mud- in the end they haﬂ bo destroy hoth Jeep B

and gung - thoy'wara lucky to get out, uuch was the bu11d~un of

the Pcrmun firq.,

By that time it was broad daylight--0600 or 0630. GAVIN acw
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felt fhat he had no choice in the métter. The evidence of :
enemy strength to west of the river was such that he believed

it was impossible to move down ﬁhe weagt shore and go at the
Bridge from the western approach; the risk of orossing the

marsh in daylight seemed the lessef; g0 the coliumn noved

acroas the marsh to the railraad embankient, where it turned
south and followed the'faila to LA FIERE, It was CAVIN'S

ldea that his force would pick up all that could be found of

508, contact whatever elements af 505 were atb Ia PTERE, and

abtbaclk the causeway from the egsath. , .

The enemy 4id not crowd thenm as they weded out into the water:

they erossed to the enst shore without any additional trouble.*

. ¥Phe varylng operational parts of this chapter come from
the GAVIN interview, the Pirct and second LIMNDJIIED interviews, .
the TIMMES interview, the 507th narrative (prepared with the
help of LT WISIER) and the ALES interview, in addition to the
Company A eritigue, previously nentioned.
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~ THE MORNING FIGHT

Although the LA FIERE bridgehead was the Number 2 objective,
1t was surprising in tie&.of the bad circumstanoes'bf the
droep how many pérties:went after the bridge atIMANCKR DE LA
 FIERE tnaﬁ morning.- Or egain the verybcircumstancea of“the
drop may have reacted in that direction.- Far more sticks
ware dropped in thﬁ v1clnity of LA FIFRb than had Ltesn in- |
tended, and thosa Whlch did so, knowzng how badly they them-
selves had fared werae under the additional presgure of worry
leat the forces committed to ILa TIERE had been drapped no 1@s°

far frcm the assigned objective.

Where so many were drewn to the cbjective-from.various'diw'
rections where dD few were preqent to dafend it, the effect-
iveness of the r651stance which keﬁt the east end of the Gause-

way in German hands for almogt seven hours after the arrlval

~ |

of overwhelming American forees. cammot be explained-ln tenms‘. ;

alone of & detarmlned effort by a faw dle hard Individuals.
In the natura of the clrcumstances the Amarlcans came to tne
contest plecemeal and ez oh elamantr arart Trom Gcmpany A,

505, was mora or less probing 1ts-way into an uncertain git-

o
”g§;53

uation, There was never & b ine when t he Ameriaan side knaw o

its awn atrength thia, and the p:ecemaal cnaracter of the apw o

proach, gave tha enemy A chance to deal wmth the onsat in

detall.—
First,aattalidn;-505;L5aa{beep~giv3n.tne'aésignmsnt,'and'
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Company A, being reaQy; prb'ceed-ed' to the ob;ect'ivel.'_ Tt 4id
0 by the shortest route éﬁf& without any extensive i‘emnhais—_
sance of the general poaitién. Had such been unﬁarbakan |
that mqrning',- Company A would hsve been sqrprised to learn >
that part of the American force had ﬁéaten it:to the objsctive -
and élready had TA FIERE under attack. A group of about hﬁ'
men, meinly from 507, had colleoted that morning on the east
shore of the MERDERET just north of the TA FIERL; Gauseway. :

" CAPT F. V. SCHWARTZWALDER hed assembled them on the railway o
track. Possibly an hour -'ba_fora_GAVIIir _oam’é acroés the marsh | ﬁ'ﬁ ;

with the body of the regiment (there were about 300 men of

507 with GAVIN finally, the greater number having been assem-.
bled by CAPT JAMES 4. DICKIRSON in the marsh to east of '
GOURBESVILLE)'scﬂwaRTzwALDEE's parfy began to advance against. “_'7
MANOTR DE L4 FIERE. ‘They moved only a little distance along'

- the southern sida oi‘ the "y formed by the two nlghways and

were then broug,ht in cheek by the f:l.re of a heavy machine gun.
LT JOEN W, MARR, who was 1eac‘iing bhe point about 150 yards in

advance of the Gom;pany, looked back and saw that the Company e
had stopned. He decz.ded to try to ta}:a the gun out by movmg ;
far over to the le:f't so that he cama at the MANOIR from the T

south. HJ,S graup got down to the first hedgerow next the |
rlver, then :f'.lre broke around tham I'rom a number of positions
in or around the buildings ab the MANOIR; LURR decided ‘that "_?
the place was 'boo hot and he led tha point back to the Gompan.‘,r,
as he witb.draw, ‘the Garman gun which Jaad openad the skn.rmish




dlsplaced forward, hedgerow by hedgerow; its fire began to
beat around SCHWARTZWAILDER and the men and he ordersd them to
attack forward along the hedrerows, The gun w1bbdrmw over .
the same line along whioch 1t had advanced; the Company sc-
complished nobhing except the killing of one sniper; but by
this route the Company »ot up to the ground which the point

had held for a few minutes belore it, too, was forezd to check.

They had made an approach which was to figure with éverfinn
creasing emphasie in the stnry.dr the MEHHHE@T bridsehead and-
at that mouent, it was probably the key to the situation. @3! -
- For 1t seened to VAR, as he watcheﬂ; that scme of the eunemy |
I'ire was being directed toward the oppesite flank, though he
had no way of knowiag that this was because_cofpany-A, o035,
was attagkimg,from'the other Siﬁe.. SGHMAHT’WALmJR told MNARR
to take his men and dttampt Lo nova { Or Wi along the hedperow
and et to a stoue wall rlanklng the farm road whieh led into
The bridse., MARR sburted across tle ‘fielé with four nen; two |
of them were shot through the lw;s by a machlne gun firlnf at  f1f§f
10 yardu rance ag they closed on the hedaarow, ‘They went flat;‘ffﬁ;”
IEC 5 BSCOBAR, one # the wounded men, oponed fire on the Ger-
A, nun with his tmmny gun; h@ wan firing wild; & German T 080 |
out of the poaition w;Lh his urm eockod LQ hﬁuve =y rotauo -
mmah@r, CPL TAWTON- drilled hlﬂ with his cmrhino, the Gorman
diﬁn*t die and ‘he stoca uhere, aLrué lldh to fﬂt the ﬂreuuda

away, LAWTOH‘and PVT EAJL&TTO throw grea“acs ﬂight togother;




. end other tharn ac that hobh observation and the opportunity’

. QOﬂSlderinG the position from flank 0 flank, was mnst irreg- *'"

?' is true of tne trianble of land boundad by the railway and the*
={ -two nignways leading into MENDIR DL LA FIER;' it is. trua of

 trouble although he was bleedlng badly from two wounﬂs, shot

- that LAWTON"W&S losing~toc muchrhlood, and:he<earffed him

- Buch tactlcal mishaps as occurred miaht be 1ncomnrehensible

that blew up the gun position and two Germans ‘with 1t; by thiﬂ 
tine machine plstol fire was ralslng hall agalnst the hadwe—

row where the five men lay; LAWTON, who was stlll looking ;or o

8 German officer who was casually regarding the scene through

binogulars from behind the brldge; after that, MARR decidsd

‘back, with the rest of the point following. The Cempany was Vfﬂ_VfiiQ_f  '
several hedgerows to the rear anﬂ what had haan going on _
along the right rlamc (there GCompany 4, 505, had engagf’d) all ﬂ
of this time, they knew nothing at all &bOUu.‘ If a psycho~r

logical moment had passed., at least none present were in po-

31tian to recognize it.

‘unless the devalopment of 31tuat10n is examlned 1n the light
of the extrame difficulties of ground. The area around MﬂmGIR
OE 14 FIERB was- qtron&ly compartmented with high box~like o

‘hedgarcws whleh for the mmat part'were ovarurun With blaukberry?
for penetration were critically limlted._ The ground itself

ular, From the railway line wsstwa;d, 1t rolla gently for a

few hundrad yards then falls off sharplv to the MERDERET' th&t

 ?5*;21_§ ,f"fij?fﬂﬁf ¥~_—;ﬁ



the ground bordering both sides of the main road leading

down to the River.

But the ground to the immediate south and east of the BANOIR

buildings—a terrain that is partly pacture, partly orchard

and partly truck garden—is extremely irregular. The side

road cutting 1n through the MANOIR and used principally for

the servicing of that establishment is bounded on tihe north
by several large knolls, eriss-crossed by hedgerows, and on _
the south by a series of rather large mounds, shﬁped not un-
like the Indian “kitehen riddens™ of the United States, It
was tarough these small hillocks and their surrounding hedges
that SCHWARTZWALDER made the first bid of the morning to seize

the eastern end of tihe Lauseway .

The hills were hus a ma,n imposed between the two Planks of
any force attempting to envelon the MANOIR poaluimn, ‘The ex-
treme helsht ofr the hﬁﬂoiﬁrbuilﬁings compounded this diffi- |
eulty;_ They are not averase French'farm'huildings, tut are - Aﬂﬂs'
maasive stone~-walled affaira, averaging about four stories |
in height, both the houses and the barns, Ebreover, where
the buildings are not dlraotly go;n thgy_nave-cwnnacting

| stone walls, higher than a man.— The effacﬁ is like figntiﬁg
on both sides or'a bloak of‘apartmanth, where the lattar are o
af suoh stout conﬂtruction and flttad with such convenlant ;

- outworksa that mmrtar Tire will hardly scar the walls. None

but a very lar e force, p@rfaotly Joinad in the first plaoe,




~ present that morning.

could bring off an snvelopment of MANOIR DE LA FIERE from

the eastward, without risking the probability of a‘diV°r°e

of the two flanks, And of course those conditions were not

For the.tims being, SOEWARTZWALDER practically gave over ths
attack on the left though DOLAN persisted on the right. GAVIN .
got ﬁhere hefore IEWDQUIST’S'pGOple had joined the battle. He  f
knew nothing about SCHNARTZhALﬂER’S *orce or what the left

had found. Brlefly, he talked to MAT KELLAM, commandlns First: E
Battalion; 505, who told him that Company A's point had aott3ﬂ. ff'wq
down'almosﬁ to the bridge. He said'that ﬁa_was lightly op-~ ,; f. r

pesed and that he expeéted to have the poaition within the
hour. It wag a correct premise but was reaaoned to an‘incor4_ |
rect ccncluszon.* GAVIH. thon decided that his own duty was’ : ;.';
to mnove south a8 quicﬁly as- “Gbﬂlble, he had not seen LINDn - |
QUIST who was ‘then déploymng his own force to southeast of tne  ;;
MNANOIR p031t10n without yat comlng in contact with the enamy,_‘;;;
butb inasmuch &g the LA FIERE bridgehead seemed to be coming B
under control ‘the situation at CHEF DU POﬁT became of forewjf"
moss conoern in tha mlnd of the General what was happening - .
there and around Hill 30 wnere 508 was supposed to concen-ffif
trate, was still unkncwn but the fact that LIHDQUISm'S party
from 508 had ‘been dropped so far. north made 1t the less likaly
thatatnarg-hadwbeen.an,efﬂective.conaenuration,around_Hillaaogr_

. *The data on German strenbth is to be found further along .
in tne narrativa. K S _ . K
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scattered end had not yet come-up)‘had estiﬁated the situation
and reported it to GAVIN; then GAVIN had gone to CHEF DU FOIT;
no instruction had come to LINDQUIST to take the oneration

cver. It was cqnaiderably later in the morning when GEN RIDG-
WAY came to LA FIERE from his CP nesr STE MERE BGLISE and gave
LIIDRUIST a positive instruction to clear up the situation—

which he proceeded to do.

In the intervening hours the advance of LINEQUIST'“'men on
the left had bean slow steady and uneventful they had been
harassmd by a fow snipers and an occasional burst of automatic
fire, and by exercise of cautilon had koept down their losses,
But over on the right, a great deal had happenad to - Conpany
A,  After PRESNELL' S p@trol had withdrawn from the advanced.
ground on the right near the briuge, DOLAh tried for a timm‘
to soften up th& anemy fira.poaitions by liberal use of his

60 mm rmortars; he thought'that the éffort had been somewhat
succegsful. e then follawed up with a plan of attacx almed

at a ganeral envelapment.

One Patrol was sent far over to the right; it was told to get R

to the River anﬂ then move south alonf the. emhankmant with
the ubiect of penotrating the enamy defansea from: bhﬂt flank,
or at lenst of unchinp Loward ‘them and keepin@ them occuﬁiea

in the end thia patrol could not make a near approach and it

aooompliahad very littla. A second patrol under 2D LT WXLLIAMg@L-a

A, OAFLPY was senn far over Lo the left .to get to the embankment




southrof the MANOIR with the same general purpose in'mind:
it is revéaling-of DOLAN'S state of information on the general
situation that in so ﬁssigning his second patrol, he was in
effect sending it around 508'srflank anﬂ‘emplmying it as ir

no one else wgs present. .

Company A's center was then seut forward across the ground
flanklng Lhe main road-the ground which, after survey, LIND~
QUIST had considered was too well interdicted by automatic
fire. IT DONALD G. GOXON, leading the platoon in the center,
was told by DOLAN to gét his scouts out during the approachs.

the ground and hedges around them were already being beaten

by intense flre from.machina guns gnd machine plstols. GGXQN_ -

sald: "Well eir, 1f T must send somsone out, I'1l go myself,n

So he crawled forward alcng‘tha hedge, taklng the first scout
with him. They got about 100 yards, A bullet killed the

scout: anatnér'bullet wounded COXOHN; he was-prsfty hard hit

and he started conlng baak; while he wes moving along another
bullet hit him in the dtcmach' after that he bled. to death.

2ND LT ROBERT E. MO IAUGHLIH took over the platoon. His radio

operator CFL FRANK BUSA, moved on forward and was hlt by a
qniper's bullet.- MG ““HLIN thouyh he was alive’ and went oub

to get him; befora ‘Mo LAUGHLIN oould meke it, he himself was e

hit in the qpper leg, tne bullet went through the lower part
of his stomach and came out of hls buttocks, DOLAN and MAJ

-‘IAMES E MC GIHITY Battalion Executlva were observing frmn -f




the same hedgsrcw from which MG LAUGHLIN had crawled forward.
'j A sniperts bullet hit MG cINTTY and killed him; DOLAY located

‘the sniper and killed him with a tommy gun. DOLAN then crawl—

ed on forward and dressed MC LAUGHLIN'S wounds, after that,

he crawled. baock to the hedgerow it ‘began to raln softly;

DOLAN crawled up to MC LAUGHLIN to cover him with a ralncoat
[ IAUGHLIN‘was dead.

The enemy automatic-fire had'incréasedsteadlly'during this'
time. However, Company A's rosition was such that it could -
not make suitable return, DOLAN was worrying about the two . 
Ppatrols mcvinb in from the flanks ang fsared that he might
Shoot his own men, Already, about .10 men were dead and 20
wounded in the company line. The hour was between 1000 and

_ 1030. A Tew more men from 507 were comlng into the area -arnd

) L
|

ware placeﬁ on the defansive llne alone the River to north of-.«'

Ghe area where DOLAN was. attacxing, a large number of 507 men -H?;,g;;
under CAP'I‘ mcm*Rsow ‘were already in line tnere. But of.tnj,s-._ |
1ncreased strength DOLii could fegl very little. He knew = R

mainly that his own men were stopped for thc time’ being.\

It was about 1100 when‘word of Company Ats tréuble and of MAJ fl ‘

1O GINITY'S death reactied LIIJDQ.UIST. This was after he had

talked with GEN RIDGWAY,  In his sweep around to. the 1art hei'T”

had. contacted and swallowed SGHMARTZUALHER’S forca. He now

sant fer SGHWARTZI&LBER and sald: "I‘ve got a mlsaion for ycu."

The plan he mutlined was no novelty SGHW&RT”WAlDER was tolpﬁ7




attack the MANGCIR from the south over exactly the . same route -
he had gone early that morning. LINDQUIHT then sent an of-
Tlcer to tell DOTAN that at 1200 the two forces would adfaﬁce
on both sides of the main road w1th comnany A, 505, sweeping
along the right, and Company B, 08,-keeping pace with it |
through the fields to the left. Wﬁen the noon hour camé,
LINDGUIST saw no aigna of movement on the right and heard |
nothing from DOLAN, He tried to gontact the right, then failé
ing, he told his own men th 20 ahead. Their progress was al- i
most uninterrupted; tne.enany had had enough, During the | ﬁ?5. $
8earch of the buildings at the MANOIR, the 508 force killad '

6 Germans, wounded about Lne Same number and captured 9 or 10.

The losses among 508 were two woundea and one killed; the

Germans put up a white “lag and as one of LINDQUI&T'° men

stepped 1ntc the open to receive the surrend2r, he was snot

dead.

The finel footnote Lo the engagement was that LT OAKIEY'S  "ngﬂ?§

patrol frum'campany A, whicn had swung out and around LIND—_ 
QUIST s foree raached the appointad ground in tlme to clean1 gf
up the left, or at least to 8soften it to a point where when f

SGHNARTZHALHER came through he had clear qailing.

Tha patrol slipped smoothly down to the Rivar embankmsnt R
moving towrd. the MERPERET along the third hedgerow south of - -
‘the MAHDIR,‘ The enemy did not see them until they hed movea ;f

'up to the first hedaerow, which was almoht on top of- tna German
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position, Machine gun and machina pistol fire than cane

agalnst them but they were snug agalnst the hedgerow embank—

ment and no one was hit. OAKLEY and SGT OSCAR L. QHEEN US"'Lf”  
ing rifles, eliminated one German with a machine plstol and |

WO riflemen,

Then the patrol ran for the cover of the stone ﬁall ﬂhich ruﬂSt- ':<
Trom the southernmost barn of the MANOIR almost to the ‘bridge,
thue covering the side road along 1ts south faecing, (This wallf.,‘tf
greatly influences the taetical situation during succesding  L-
operations at the bridgehead.) They made it without hurt and 'dgﬁzf
opened fire on an enemy machine gun to-north of “he main road, g
(This gun was in position to operate mpainst the Amerioan
right flenk.) The others covered while QUEEH orossed the

side road running es low as he eould. As QULHN ducked
through a gate in the stons wall opposite, a grenade exploded sl
about five feet away and stunned him slightly, He heard soms—  5{{“
one behind him. fl?ln{ a J45. A figure moved in the branches
of a tree hear where he lay; with his corbine, QUEEN shot_a_fW _

man out of the tree. Then hé ran tback across thé road, 'Ha-f‘ifz?”f

found tnat,CAPT DALE ROYDEN had done the nistol shoating ROYw:Lei
DEN had seen S§mﬂone in the house throw1ng grenades at QﬂEEN.j ;:i5
The patrol sent back for a machine gun, Whenrtbe gun‘got | : ‘:”
there, they put it in aotion 8t the luwer.end'df thé stone_'_ :Ei ﬁa

wall, firlng at the ﬂenman gun on tne other side of the main j}f”j

road. The position wasg strengthened and the sztuation furthﬂrifff{&




cleared a short time later by thé arrival on the far left

flank of the forca-from'cqmpany_G;.507.

Y

GHWARTZJALDLR advanced his men to thlS ground almost 1n a

romn., There wasg stlll 8 l¢ttle automatic fire over the front,

but the final surrender to LINDQUIST'“ foroe was fast ap-

.proaohing. About 4 or 5 men were lightly woundéd in.mov1ng

the Gompany up to tne stone wall,' They had tc stop there.

2ND LTS JOHN G. DABLII?G and EDWARD EKEEHAN, on taking the

advance party as far as the hrLdée, had baan turned back by

nmortar fire aom;ng from the American righn flank._

But enemy resistance had dieﬂ around the HANOIR and SCHWARTZ---
WALDER was stralnlng ta gat to the uther side of the Causew.'-” :

way.




IEVY'S PATRCL

TIMMES hedn's forgobten the TA FIRRE bridge and bridgehead.

It was atout rid-morning when he called LT IIVY and told him o
to take 10 mer, nove southward, capture the ground around  7'-. |
the church and establish a fire position whibh'would7dcminatéLi”Tf?§
the Causeway-fromqthefwestern end. The ordar thué 10@661?’ “  if@§

given became one Link in a chein Qf events which resulted_iﬁ o

one of the bravest énisodes of the MERDERET battle, It wasff

thﬂ supreme irony of the day that this sanse herolsm.came of _¢gggﬂa

i

1
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an epiaode which Lhw ried G5 WAV¢N of his main chance for
a quick victory. The 1Luvy Qraup moved ouh_equippéd with
riflas,.greﬁadeﬂ; cae tomny £un, ohe BAR and a rifle eaqu;.ip;[.uad'.;-._\- -'__7'"“--"'-‘*;"3é

withjantimtank_grmnadem.

Eﬁlfway to tne churcn, LEJY ran iqta LT JOQEPH KDHNYLO of
Company. D and about 20 nen, includina a crew with a llght
machlne gun. FURKYLO-had'already sean'tne'brid~ 5 in faat,j:" 
he had seen quite a lot 0; the . ccunt ide that mornlng._ Hh:}ﬁﬁﬁj

had drcppad into a field covered br anemv fire near the GREY 5

CASTLE and aftvr working Lis way oautlously out of that hot 3fﬁf
spot, he had travaleu south, cmll@ctlnw men ag he went along.ff;f
The first were glide“ men . and anti-tank ten; finally he round{ff3
8 machine Run crew and some rTiflemen from his own. unlt, Tha fiﬁ
group ateared alear or: armhou es as 1t movad alo ﬂ; on. coming.“
.to the roup‘of far‘ ousas no*thwe gt of tle chureh at GAUM

QUIGPY IJEHTIQ firured that he had hetter seb up a defenaiva

. '
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position and wait thﬁ time that he could attach 5imself o
some larger gloup. They set up anong the buildings and es~:
tablished a perimeter defense; bhey were still there when .
IEVY came glong. LORMYLO briefed him on the 51tuatlon.- Hsf,;i;i-
had already set up his machine gun near the marsh 11ne so
that it covered the bridge and Gausewa;, though in so doing--;' 7 
he had worked blind, Initially thé gun had been pointed in
that direction bucause they could héar firiﬁg-from.there.‘
EORMYLO then routed a Frenchman out of one of the houses and
after checking throurl his phrese shaet, he asked: "Ie Pont?® _ﬁ
and pminted.to the soutn.- The Frenohman led him to where he*"f-
coﬁld s&é'therhriﬂﬁe acrogs the marash; also; he aould see-théffj;
church and he knew from the g9e thinzs that‘his guéss with the}L f;
gun had bsen a wnad'oné; Ik vas'deeﬂly in his mind thatlﬁhé‘ 
Bridge wnu the aecn;@ar hih;Jcn ¢l the Divislon and he figurm )
8d that he had better ool“ect his gans auu g6t on down thera-MTY
but it wes just at thia norenb ‘that IAVY and his‘group cams_#ff

along.

IEVY and aQnFILO discunsed the a*nuaticn brlefly, and in the;ff
face of the Tacts that hDRN"LD was impressed with the lmpor-gff
tanca of the objeoulve und neith 8T offlcer knew tne atate ofof'

thlnws at the ur¢d@e, it was- Cecided to send all of KDRMYI@'S“{%

nen except . the mPGLlnS gLn crmw to TIHME&' rosibicn in the

orchard, . In thla dac*slon, their awareness that TIMMES had




seen it to nead only io men to the bridge doubtless played N
a large mart, Sincé IRVY was senior, KORMYLO incorporated
his men into the group and they started gouth, IEVY told
KORMYLO that they would get to the churech as quickly as pos~
8ible; tieir nuasbers congidared, LEVY felt that Qccupation

of the ,rwunﬁ around the church was the strongest move the
groun could mele., The hour was about 1130 when the movemsn#'”'
got underway; £ORNYLO did not expect any real troublé, He
had moved up and Cown the west bank quite openly prior to
LEVY'S comlng aad Had draﬁn no fire, During this time, he
had heard firine on the saat baﬁk;'but it was a ragged‘and
irregular fire and o ¢ice not get the.lmpreésion that any

important action was Laking pleace,

The group moved down to the rirst hzdserow confronting the
LﬁmmEHET aloug the wsqtern bank, than wa1KMd along it tuward.
thelr objsctiva. The first lap was easy. As they started

throuzh the secord Aedreraw short of the church, they drew

sniper firs,. Tt seored to be coming f'rom oastward of them,

as if from eneony fwre roaiticns in the 1owland along tle
awamp. (Tt is "Qlt“ rossible this was Amc rlcan flra from.thef"

west banlk.} Ther wont 1ow along the uadperows, trying both

'for “roteetion and tn keep thalr rresence hid., But the fire oo

built up in voiunc as they went along unti¢ 1t wrohiblted
Passage. Ab the last h&d'urow nnrtn GF the church LEVY. Galledif

a hait. To go ahoad on that Jins mmqn+ th“t the . patrol would L




flave to ucvs in the open. He led them back along the north- .

running Ledgosrow, Lhen hoved west and south, taking advantage e

orl the eisbanknent cover, and finally brought them into the

church alon: a laﬂ@.paralleling the main road. The passage - ..

was unorrosed; it was exactly noon when the patrol took the

church over, After sebting up a fire position, the men broke = ..~

out tasir rations, 4 rrenchman came over and sarved them
milk ané pider, The mmchinp man wes set up so ‘that 1t had a
Tield of {ire ransing along the weetern bank north of the
bridge. Thls sesiicd “he beat use to make of it the patrol
did not sense at thils time that thera'were‘other friendly
forces clone &t hond nlong the western shore, tnouﬁh looking
beyond the far 2nd of tie Couseway they ocould see a 57 gun
on the hish grounz heyonﬂ Lhe ;A_FIEEE:buildings—éthé only
indiocation of the position cf the Auderieans attacking the

bridge from the east.

As LEVY completed his defensivc arraueerents, two- 508th ofw};
Ticers and sbout 40 men oame into the church from south of
.the_main‘road. This group had assenbled on the western side
of the MSRDERET. Tnp newuahera agread with Lmv& that the
poaltlon wa g or rrimﬁ importance and after joining fbréaa
with him they snt up a defensive poeitlon ooverin@ the road
Tork near the church anﬂ the ground 1yin south of,it, The;_
Boﬁth party had & bazookn; a road hlocx,'covering'to tbsiwesﬁéitf

wes seb up near tna ohurch. LEVY sent a‘runnerfbaék ﬁd'TIMMES':

'.-u-.
w'




with the message that he had secursd the bridgehead.

While thesa arrangements went forwerd, KORMYLO noticed a
sudden pickur of activity along the east bank. Mortar fire

Wwas hitting heavily inte the L4 FIERE buildings and the small .~

arms fire was makine a swift crescendo, Men could be seen

movins rapldly along the hedgerows toward the Causeway. Xnow- -

ing that friendly forced werc engaging on the far aide, KORM- :

YIO and I&VY seat word up and down the line to hold fire; but
despite their res straining efforts, a rumber of the rifismen
kept bhanging sway in the general direction of the MANOIR DR
LA FIERE buildings. -

IEVY walked out onto the road and looked through ais fielqd

rlasses eastwanrd along the Caugeway.

"KORI'YLO," he yelled, "Damn it! Thatts a paratrooper coming

acroas the brigee,n

KORMYLO threw an orange swmoke grenade out into the middle of
the roagd. Immediately there came back an answering wave of

an orange flag from the other side of the River.

Thege were small acts, and in themselves, they were perfectly
correct. They seemod to signal that the Causeway fight was
over and the 824 Division had won the MERDERET bridgeheaﬂ at
Slight cost, Yet of them came much t:ouble,*

*KDRMYLC. Hia statoments were all supported bY other
nembers of the patrol.
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‘THE FIRST CROSSING s

on the east bafnlz-the ball had been passec‘l to GAPT- SCHWARTZ-
WALDER'S .Ccnpan F—the same commander Who . hu,d happened to be,
present that rslorn:.ng, when GEN RIDGWAY said to COL LINDQUIST: -
"I want that bridge talcen'*-«-the same companj,r Whlch had found-
the soft cpot along the rlght flank of the Garman defenses
east of the bmd e. "With SCHWARTZWALIER as the noon hour
care and pdssad, there were abou‘c 80 men. LII‘DQUIST in SOing L
to the north flank of the poution had tals:en most of SCHWARTZ~ gg‘-\“ '
WALDER'S own meri: t.r'ere ramained about 12 men from Company G o

and the othara wWers. Lainly Prom other oompanles of tha same
battalion, |

The time wag about 1330 G CAVB was away on his personal

raconnalssance of. the ﬂituatmu at CiER DU PJM‘. SCHWARTZ~
WALDER'S force WaF‘ pmcticully non-enma,g_:,ed and over on' the

right the situ:at:.on‘had- quieted. From- seross the river around :

the.(iAUQUIGIJY church there had oome no slan that Amer:.oans | @

were .present‘. Tnese wore the generral clrcumstances when the '- |

order came that. SCHWARTZJALDER was to taka his men on across. o

SCHVARTZW, YALDER told LT MARR to lead out with the point. MARR

already knew onethiw of the situatlon into whmh he would e

be movinb' a caytured Garmm L”GEJ had told h:l.m that thers were

' occumad fire mt strun;' out al.or;u bhe (‘ausewa" M&R,R.loolcad,'y
*This was ";“ '..fART"’l:m P'S recoll%tlon of 't:he order.; Ao~ :-Z.

cording to LII}IDQUIST RID{MAY gald: "I want this ares cleared
of all Garmans and the br,..dwehead secured R )

T
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at his watch as the lesd scout, PVP JAMES L. MATTINGLY,
stepped off; it was 1345,

Walking erect, right along the top of the smbankment, MAT-

TIKGLY got 100 yards west of the bridge without a shot being

Tired; then an enemy rifleman in a machine gun erlacement

on the north side of the Caugewsay blazed away at him. MAT~
TINCLY ewptied his rifle into the position as fast as he
could pull the tricger, then went flat and threw a grenads.
It hit fair on the targat. killing one man anil wounding
another. From the same emplacement, two other Germans Jumped
up with thelr hande in air. Then five Qermesna who had been
i foxholea risht next to FATTINGLY rose un in surrender, Ha.
had no choice but to take them in baecause his own rifle was
empty. So he waved them on back toward the Company. The
Americans behind MATTINGLY saw this sotion clearly, noticed
its boldness and wvers greatly encouramed by it; they rfelt
that the resistance was crumbling, Taey alse saw that both

of the German groups had quitted machilne guns—MG~428—with

which they could have covered the embankments on hobh sides,

Cnly one man was shot crossing the Causeway; he zot a bullet
in his buttocks from a sniper firing from the marsh somewhere
south of the Causeway. MATTINGLY continued to lead the ad~-
vance.' Behind him came T JOHNNIE K. WARD, the saccnd scout,
and behlnd WARD came MARR.

 As they moved along, they hhought they saw a fow Americans on
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the west bank.' SCHWARTZWALDER told one of his men to break

out an orange flag; ss he did 80, he saw an orange flare Jight
- up in the roadway next the church. I WISNER, who was observ-
ing from off on the flank of the MANOIR pasltion along the

sast shore, saw the same flare—the orange smoke grenade

thrown by KDRNYID. To WISNER, it indicated thet SCHWARTZ-
WALDER'S forces hegd reached the west bank gnd he realized that
-the move should be supported. He reported the matter to CAPT

DICKERSON of 507 who replied: "Yes, we intend to oross at -;ﬁﬁ-g

once." WISNER relaxed, Ffiguring thﬂt the situation was at
last coming well under éontrol. But the circumstances had
:set up an entirely different train of thought in SGHWAHTZ—
WALDER'S mind; he hed expected to meet stern resistance and |
instead he had beaten down ths resistance sw1ftly and had then
received the friandly signal from what he had supposed was g
hostile quarter, It £1llled him with Optimism and hs went rop-
ward thinking that the Ameriecans were solidly in possesalon of
the west bank ana that his tour de forece had baen searcely 7
needed. The impression was deepsned when LEVY and KORMYLD
tame forward along the western end of the Causeway to meet
NMRR There was g little snipsr fire coming from the marshes
to south of the Causeway, After the meeting, LEVY continued
on to the east bankrwharehs talked to 8 fisld offiuer and as-
sured hlm, as he had ‘assured SGHWARTZWALHER that he had the

wast bank under control, LEVY was back in about ls.minutes'

- he tolq KQRMYLD that he had 2 pramise that a Battalion of 505th
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was on its way to take the bridgehead over.*

In the few minutes before LEVY'S return, SCHWARTZWALDER and

_his men moved in beside the churchyard and deployed along_tha

hedgerow which faced the HERDERET., The point, under MARR,
steadied at the northern end of this hedgerow. Tt was bhus
that LEVY found them when he got back to his own men. They
had not moved westward as if to protect the bridgehead from
enemy pressuré from that side; but were slready pointed a8 if
they intended .movi‘ng north, IEVY and SCHWARTZWALDER talked
over the situation. SCHVARTZWALDER figured that the bridge
was already "ocaptured®™ and he haq it firmly in hislmind that
he Eught to be on his way.to AMFREVIIIE~his original objec-

tive. IEVY mede no objection. But he felt that since TIMMES =
bad sent him to outpost the bridge, he had bétter stick there.

Howsver, he told SCHWARTZWALDER about the situation of TIMMES®
group, and when a very faﬁ_minutas'later SCHWARTZWALHER start-
ed moving north along the'hedgerow; he had already decided
that he would go to AMFREVILLE via the orchard where TIMMES
we.s in_difficulty. Further weakening.the bridgehead, mbst of
the men of 508th who had been standing by LEVY picked up and

*SCHWARTZ/AIDER'S reactions are sot down a® he reported
them to the HO. At the time of the interview, he hed no ides

- of the full conseguences of his aotlon at the Bridge and his

testimony was glven fully and freely. WISHNER was the witness
8% to how DICKERSOR happened to make his move. KORMYT0 told

of LEVY'S ocourse of action. MARR and MATPINGLY told about the

crossing., GAVIN'S cheek on his own schedule placed him at .
CHEF DU PONT. P ‘ |
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went with SCHWARTZN&LDER'-in-fact only two 508 officers and
8 enlisted men remained behind in the immediate vicinity of.
the chureh, The othﬂrsrigured that the show was over at this

point; so they moved ou, looklng Tor another flght.

The tag-end files of sc:mmmzwmn's oollmm had scarcely dis~

'appeared beyond the first hedgerow when XORMYTO'S attention

was drawn inp the opposite direction. At first he could hear

0n1Y rifle fire, as if at a conalderable distance- it was

joined very quickly by the steady rat-tat- tat of machine gun

fire though he could not be sure that these were German guns.
Then rather indistlnctlJ he could hear tanks ccmlng toward .
him and he knew that these rumblings were from west of the

River.

Suddenly, opposite’ hlm, & German amhulance bobbed out of the

trall which ran south along the Rlver and turned wesgt inta

the road 1aading to AMFREVILLE. The ambulancs stopped for-a

Second; a CGerman waved a Red Cross. flag from.thﬁ door, Before ’15

'anyone thought to do anytnlng, the ambulance was on its way

again and speedin& down the road; bub the German had had tims
to see that there were Amaricans on the west bank of the MER-
DERET and covaring the bridge, | '

. Within th“ee.minutes a sbell landed on the intersection we st

of the Causeway and was follawed -after an. interval by four

~or five others. The shells then saarched northwar& along the

'H. 41 Lo




River hedgerow, eng SCH:-’JARTZWALIIER feallng them singeing nis
tail but not knowing the fyll inferences of the bulld=-up,
urged his men to move along faster, They went on the double
‘until they got to the sixth hedgerow north of‘tha church.
Still, some of the men must have guegsed what was happening
behind them., Days later, MARR remembered that during a momen-
tary pause in the snootlng he had heard the men pa331ng

around the word:; "Tankgtn He scarcely believed it at the
time, |

SGHWARTZWALHER proesed on; he wanted to talk to TTMMES end
find out if he néaded help; and he also wanted TIMNES*® advice
about whether he should strike for AMFHEVILLE So thinking,

he unwittingly led his cwn men into ground where a force equal
to their own had remalned. immobile for hours beoaguge of fire

Trom north and west of. tham. Thareby they were wasted, Jjoin~
ing TIMMES SCHVARTZWALDER and his men contrived only to share
their immobility durlng the next 48 hours¢

Back at the church 1EVY, KORMYLO, the two 508 officers and
8 enlisted men* built up & line inside the hedgerow and para—
lelling the main road, The bazooka had daparted with the
group which moved north to tne orchard. The machine gun was
80 placed that it covered a line runnlng across the rear of
the ehuroh. The riflemen Wera spread out at intervals of

*Thera ‘wore g fow other men from 508 to south of the road
though IEVY'S man did not know it at the tlme.
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10 to 13 yards, the officers ts.l:ing their plaoe in line as

rifl emen,

The se things done, they looked to the south and westward

and  mwaited the eIemy .

i momemb £t o e T
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THE oNE-‘SQUAn STAND
But LEVY couldn't gtay quiet He t0ld KORMYLO ahd an uh;-,
identifiea private (He waa a stranger to IEVY ang KORMYLO,
and because he became KTA: during the aftarnoon and wasg lost
to the detail, KQRMYLO fever learned his name) to follow hin
end then he moved out alcng the hadgeraw extending to- thelr
own right flank., A very naTrow sunken lane cuts through 1nt0 |
the side road at a rlght angle behind the church LEVY nmade

for the spot wherse the hedgeruw bcunding the main road and “4?3g
the hedgerow bounding the lane cams together-—about 200 yards

'beyond the chureh, This wa,s within atone's-throw of the gouth=-

ward-leading road along which he thoughbthe Germans were come
ing. e said to FORMYTL.O: "ie may be gble to swing around -
their left ana get in & few licks before they know what ‘hasg
hit them.» Until now he had seen no enemy and he had no idea
whether they were coming fcrward deployed or in ¢olunn,

'y

Just short of the main road there 18 a shallcw but heav1ly-
screened bay in the hsdgeruw borderlng the lanse. Here IEVY
waltad KORMYLO and the prxvate were told to ga on; he said
he would cover their line of retraat The palr slipped quietn
1y along the hedge untll only a stride or two separated them

fram the open raad. The enemy tanks were making a alattsr-

now, KORMYT.O could see their turrebs as they came on into ‘the .
1nterssction, and at that pclnt he cculd See also 8, group of

eneny rirlemen cmming obliquely acrusa his front frum the 1eft.

... M -
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The tanks were moving in about the game dlrection but were
inside the line of riflemen, KDRMYLD and the private fired
a. f'ew guick rounds with thair rifles, and without stopping
to see the effect, they ran back down the lane as fast as
they could go, They passed LEVY and he yelled: "Go on!" But
he did hot follow, They jumped in the ditch and continued to
run, thinking the Germans were. right behind them, But the |
enemy had stopped to set up a8 machine gun right at the turn
of the hedge where the lane met the road. The ambankmant

covered the Germans so that the orew . bandling the machine gun -

inside tne churchyara did not evan see them, waever they
were withln 10 yards of where LEVY waited in the bay of the
hedgerow,, He could hear them - talking excitedly as they set

up the gun, So he took out 8, grenada pulled the Pln:'cbunted';j

three and gave it g 1ittle toss. It exploded between the two

Germans and wounded both: EEVY took a few quick steps and dis~_

ratohed them with his rifle. Then he came runn;ng back KOR~
MYLO and the private. had halted soma distance down the 1ane
realizing on second thought that they hed batter stand to

cover IEVY, He wasz helmetless -and was laughlng like mad when

‘he reaahed then. KORMYLQ remembered then that he had heard

a second grenade go off he knew it was LEVY'S nabit to 1augh
hard when the heat was on and he took 1t though notning was
said, that the secnnd grenads ‘had almost got LEVY.* |

*The desaription in detail is KORMYLO'S. 'I‘he HO chack:ed
over tha ground and, feund enough to wholly oonflrm mast of




The tanks were already up and shelling the church and a few

of the Anerican rlflemen ‘had pulled back from the position.

The German infantry - -had nlosed right up on the slde road next

the church and the half dozen men remainlng on the American

line were fighting it out with them through the hedgerow.

The forces were not 10 yards apart; yat neither could see the

other very well because of the hedge. ‘They were throwing

grenades at one another and altnough the Americans were hold-

~ing their own for the moment, 1t was perfectly clear from the

way the enem& humbers weres building up that the pesition could

not be held, KORMYLO sew & German come up over ths.hedgercw

embankment; at a rangs of two feet, he emptied his carbine

into_nim and shattered the top of his skull. By this time,

IEVY had disappeared; KORMYLO thought he had pulled out but
in fact he had only moved down the hsdgeraw-to try anﬂ got

within grenade distance of the tanks., 'KDRMYLD locked around

and saw only one other Amarican‘still standing at the hedge-

row line; he yelled to him: "Come on, let's goin and they

dashed for the rear of. tha church,

Barliler in fhe game, PVT ORﬁIN STEWART"had'baen sent well'over'

to the rlght of the poslition to sover the bazooka man. When
the bazooka man pulled out . to go with SGHWARTZWALEER, STEWART

these detaila that iq, there wag phyaical evidence that an.
action of this kind had taeken place, KORMYLO sald of IEVY

(who was KTA and therefore could not be inﬁerviewéd)
the. bravest man I nave even seen in battle." a

"He was




stayeﬁ. He was there when the tanks came along. Ab. the fork

of the road, the lead tank waa hit straight on by a rocket:

and knocked out; the ‘soures . ,of the rocket was a mystery:; there

was no one in the position armea with a bazooka the men fig~
- ured out later that a bazooka man, working alone must. have

been in hiding somewhere %o south of the main road. 4 sharp
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volley of rifle fire broke out sll along the'ensmy-llne.as

the tank went dead, Then two Rénault tanks came alongside ‘
the damaged tenk and tried to pass it, headed for the bridge. o
Being all alone, STEWART didn't see how he could stop them. g&?ﬁ
Unexpected help arrived--a first sergeant and a private whom

he had never geen before (still unidentified) came crawllng

along the same ditch where he lay hidden. Both carried gam-

ton grenades; STEWART had & BAR and several gammon gre-

tades. STEWART passed them hils grenades and stood ready to

cover them as they threw, The hedga gave them partial ccver{:"

the tanks came on past tham,'moving slawly, the two grenadiers

' stood and threw all of. their gammons at the metal., There were
saveral explosions, very close together. ‘The tanks.rolléd'ch _1;7'”
a few yards and atopped-wdisabled. The craws_trisd to clear

out; ag the first two men jumpéd down, :the first sérgeant'got

them both with a fragmentation grenade STEMgRT shot the third .;'
'man a8 he ran; the second orew quoked back iuto ‘the tank. At ff
that moment 8 medlum German tank moved up to the . raad fork,

trailed by a larga group ar infantry,. STEWART’and his com= 4
panions didn't waste & second glance on them thair grenades _-ai-,J

were gone; they got up fram their ditch and atarted mnving




;_HQUSE who saw this astion.‘

back along the hadgérows ieaaing'north.*

Back of the church, IEVY and the‘otharq'joined them. Thié.
was the last of the actioq for the squad. They got‘out in
protty good order, carrying their mechine gun and staying
collected as they moved along the hedgeraws until they re-
joined TIMMES' foree, .

In 10 minutes, or perhaps 15 minutes at mogt,. the whole sit-

ugtion had becone reversed and LE?Y‘S men hadn't been ablé to

holdltheir ground long enough to gee the first hard penalty

exactad.' Company B of 508th had been comlng across the Cause~

way, getting up there, op g0 they thought, to support SCHWARTZ—
WALDER'S big for the bridgehead. The Germans swept past the

shurch Just after the middle ofgtheix column reached the west-.

arn end of the Caussway, The blow caught them unaware; the

Germans fire made it 1mposslhle Tor them to- turn back the way a

. '
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they had dome, The flrst of their humber had only managed
to eross the -Causeway and start a. deployment to south of the _

mein road; they'were just beginning to dig in when the blcw

'fell. Those who followeﬁ had no choice but to flae for safety '
“the best way they oould, for there was no possibility of a do-

plcyment along the narrow Gauseway or of maintainlng the ad-_
vanca. The fire coming down the twistlng road interdloted any -
mdvemant to ‘the right. They broke to tne left and tried to

*Witnessea were KDRMYLO STEWART and PVT OWEN L GARLING-

'_ - 1.?8: -
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~ work or swim thelr way back through the swamp and the river;
But that hard choice cost them dear. The Germans were deploy-
ed along the wegtern shore before‘aﬁy of the Company B men

| had managed to wade very far througn the walst-deep water and
the uneven ground and rushes @f the marsh., Some of ﬁhem.were |
shot down; and some of them died from drowning with;n aight
of thelr comrasdes on the east bahk. .Thasa'werefthé troops
which CAPT DOLAN'S men saw shot while they were floundering

through the swamp, and mistakenly assumea were paretroopers Fﬁﬁf

who had dropped on the west bank and were merely moving-to an
assembly; DOLAN and his men did not know that there had been

an advance across the Gauseway.*

*Some of the testimony with respect to the Company B men c
comes from COL LINDQUIST. WISNER, KORMYLO and some of the .
others remembered the depsrture of SCHWARTZWATIDER'S company . - .
and the repulse of (ompany B ag closely Jjoined; separated, in
fact, by only a few minutes. LINDQUIST thought the Gompany B -
group was well across and had been on the west bank for an
interval before the collision occurred. The force described
88 "Company BY included some'Division artillerymen and men -
from Regimental Headquarters, according to LINDRUIST—in all, o~
about 40 men, LINDQUISTY, who was senior officer at the bridge
pesition all morning though he had not been Fformally placed .
in charge of the operation or of the force (in feet, he had -
not seen or talked to GAVIN) issued the order for the Cause-
way crossing at the same time that he had issued orders for:
the egtablishing of his own CP to rear of the LEROUEX farm- ,
houses at MANOIR DK LA FIERE. He knew that SCHWARTZWAIDER in-
tended to go on from CAUJUIGNY to TIIMES! rogition. YHe was
hell bent for it and oould talk of nothing else but making that : . .
mnove, " LINDQUIST sgid,. Accordingly, he followed with the first |
of the troops in the wake of SCHWARTZALDER'S column, purpos- e
‘lng to make s quick reconnaissance of the 8ituation west of 0
‘the bridge. But he was on the west bank for only a brief PR
interval and then shuttled back to see how the establishment = |
of the CP was coming along, Right after he returned to the
east bank, the German tanks reached the west banlk, :
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When LEVY'S group clogsed on the crcnard there were sltogether

121 men and 21 officers under COL TIMMES*® cummand. But the
snlargement of the force in no w1sa 1mproved TIMMES® position;
“Although the force was hever chgrged by the Cerman infantry

{1n fact, it sew almost nothing of the ensmy) the pressure

of the enemy fire Intensified repidly after SCHWARTZWALHER'S B

arrival. The orchard recelved rifle fire from all around the

perimeter except on the MERDERET side and bhere were bands of

automatic fire from the westward which covered the marshes
and fooused toward the road running east through the orghai-a."'
During the next two days, Whila remalning on this ground, 25
Percent of TIMMES' me bacamﬁ casualties with disabllng wounds-

the 1ight1y wounded were not counted.

- On p night, however, after the bridgehead had been won for g
fateful  few minutes and then lost, LEVY énd KORMYILO compared
experiences. They agreed that 1f they had had one company
present around - the church, they could have beaten back the
Garman attack and held the bridgehaad. But this was only

ccnjeetura.*

The gradusl envelopment of TIMMES' positicﬁ was of course the
natural oomplement:of the Gerﬁan ¢ounter-attack against the
LA FIERE bridgehead. The cnemy knew that the under—watcr road
running Just gouth of the GREY GASTLE and cnnnacting the

*From KORMYTLO.
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to their genersl positlon west of the MERDERET. When they

stormad back to seize tha LA FIERE causeway, they had no-

intention of leaving the back door open. 8o a part of the

force continued nerth to cover the ford; in so doing, they

°0llided with TIMMES' people holding the arohard just to south -

of the ford, That Produced = ﬁeadl&ck. The Germans cculdn't

gel to the ford, nor could TIMMES they oouldn't afford to

pull back and leave him and he couldn't afford to break out. _
That Was the way the situation remained for the next several ".fﬁx

days, while TTMVES was out of radio communication with all -
- ) Other elements of the Division. The men in the orohard had

_ retrieved the 57 AT gun during the afternoon, It was set up
%f;° 80 as to .cover in the direction of the ford, In additlon,

%T; - two machine guns were covering to the north and two to the

south. Three 60 mm mortara were put in positlon at the south
end of the orchard and two bazookas wera put on the same gide
- as the 57 A7 gun.' In men and weapona, the perimater was -" g“ﬂ
welghted heavily on its western and northern sides and thers o
was almogt no strength along the marsh. The group contlnued
to patrol to the northward they could hear 8 great daal of -
riring out there and they thought they might be abls to link
up with othsr friendly foroes,

¥

But it wag a vain hope' they were to remain thers until the

arrival of & relieving column *

* From the second‘TIMMES"interview; |
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VAT CHEF DU PONT

- The morning movement against CHEF DU PONT had taken place

in about this manner:

1T COL ARTHUR MATONEY and a pafty_or about 75 men had been
detached from the LA FIERE action and sent on g wide flanking
movement around.to the. eaat and south to see if a crossing |
'through the marsh could be found somewhere to the emstward

of CHEF DU PONT. Within s few minutes after this group moved

out, word oame to GEN GAVIN that the main crossing southwest

of GHEF DU PONT was undefended. GAYIN’himself then went on

with 1T COL EDWIKN J. OSTBERG gna anotnar 75 men to seize this

opening. OSTHERG took off directly dcwn the railroad and
beat MALONEY'S party to- the abjectlve. The v;llage of CHEF -

_DU PONT was lightly held hy enemy forees but they were qulck—

ly driven out; they retired via the Oauseway.' There were
dug-in positions along 1ts embankments and in self ~protection

(since the Gausaway'was whnlly exposed) tha enemy soldiers

dropped into these fire plts as they fell hack. The Amaricans
were pressing close behind them.and had the Germans not got

to grcund thay would have had to maks a run along the Gauseway

for at least 300 yards in the open.

The Oauseway, like most others in this section of France, is

a dike-lika garth ambankment raised about six feet ‘above the
level of the marsh. A@proximately 100 yards beyond tha east

A,
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end of the Causeway, the arched bridge across the MERDERET
‘obtrudes above the level of the road., Those of the enemy

who had taken cover in the foxholaé to east of the bridgé

could be shot from the positions where OSTBERG'S men deployed
along the golid ground., The.bridge, howevér, cbstrusted the

view of the road beyond and the Germans who had gone to

ground there were immune to smell arms fire.

The Gerrans anpeared hesltant and reluctant to fire. One

soldier arcse from his foxhole with hands raised,. in the act A

of surrender. A paratrooPer who was within a few feet of

. him, not seeing clearly what the man intended, shot him down

in clear view of thé others. Right after that ancther Ger-

man got up from a foxhole with his hands raised. s, too,
was killed. In this c§86-thsre seemed. to be no reasonable
excuse for the action; it was the wanton act of a trigger-

happy soldier. In that moment , tne_aéticn'thus took a des-

perate pitoh and the circumstances permitted no changa until '

the 1ast.man was done for on one gide or the other. The.:
Germans saw that they could neither get_&way nor surrender .

and they apperently decided to stay their ground and sell

their lives as dearly'aa.posaiﬁle. Whethertit would have béen. ﬁ
possible to have parleyed with the enemy and either obtain a f
surrender or permit them to retire across the Causeway to the
southwestward in return for pefmitting the Americans td_§p$~f'
segs the briﬁga; at least this chance rédadfwith,the ki;1iﬁgf  ('

o I
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of the two mepn who tried to surrender;

OSTEERG at some %ime in the morning trled to rush the bridge

fire and QSTBERG pitched over 1nto the marsh with several

bullets in hlm, a number of cther men were hit,

further losses, dhen the charge was turned back the two
forces continued to engape with fire. The Amaricans closed
up pit by »it to the aast side of the bridgs taklng over

the holes where the enamy had been killa&. The time same
when only the wadge of the bridge geparated the closgst ela-
ments on the two 31des' they carrled on a grenade duel inter~

Spersed with rifle fire supported by machlne guns and tommy

enemy. Tho targots in thls kind of warfare were fleeting
and unsatisfactory. A paratooper would 11ft his head with
tha ides of taking aim, and if a German happened to have a
bead on that particular foxhole at that moment he was dead
before he could firc. The skirmishhwnra Qn 1n-these terms-
‘until about l?oo. o |

, *This WaS tha viGW'taken by five ofricara and 11 men who
r_had been with the Amﬁrican party.'-'-_

- with 8 group of his men. The ruahuwas mat by machine gun

MALONEY'and
“his group Joined tha force. They organlzeﬂ another charga

"whlch was stopped with' grenade fire snd the incurring of

 guns on the one sids and by Schmeissara in ‘the hands of the

'At that timo Imom:r a.nd all but 34 of the men. were called
north by GEN &AVIN. (Thc reasons for this call are explalned
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~in a subsequent chapter.) Within a fGW'minutes thereaftar,-

thﬁ enemy brought up an artillery pisce on the west bank and

shelled the American positlon--lh of the 3# men were aither
killed or wounded by the shallfire. At the sama time, CAPT
ROY E GREuK who had taken over cammand when MALONEY left,

8aw that g German foot force of approximately 75 men was mov-~ f’

‘1ng up on his lerft. rear and deploying in and around a group ;7 :

of farm  buildings; this group had apparently held ground on

the American rear throughout the day, bidlng an opportunlty

which arrived with the withdrawal op MALONEY'S‘men. It lccked

to OREEK as ir he was about to be crushed between the artlllery 2

‘pounding his front and the infantry moving across hlS rear.'

Before the enemy could bring Off the aoup, however these

things happened-—a staff officer (unldentified) from Div151on

arrived on the ground, sized up the situatlon and 2ot out,

again, and an Amsriocan gllder carrying 8 57 -mm AT gun'w1th am-

‘munition came down right in the center of GBEEK 8 positlon., S

CREEKts men turned thﬁ gun on the German artlllery plece and :Q,

quickly silenced it; they then firad in the other dlractlon
against the infantrj,'which promptly racoilad. - Before they

could organize again, the staff officer returnad with a larga

.contingent of men. Thereon the Garman infantry.withdrewrrromiﬁ%leff

CREEX'S rear,

'it was-drawing antoﬁards dafk. GREEK had no intention of B

shoving on across ‘the bridée. But in the process of recon-_jffﬁ

| noitaring to make his pcsitian more snug for the night he =j3f
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found a rew fire position off on tbe'right fiankralong tﬁe  _k7~'"“
river embankment from where he could get direct Tire into‘the},; fﬂ

~ German positions heyond'the bridge.*-This[advantage quicklyff o :

‘swung the balance in his favor. Such Germans as atilljsuréH'7
vived on the far side of'thé_bridgewwere\pieked off one by
one until the last three men arose and‘fleq}- CREEK then

pushed a platoon across the bridge and Seburéd the ground'on¥¥i**f{

the far side without further opp031tlon. This meant nowever,ijf

that he was Just holding one end of the Gauseway with about

600 yards of marsh intarvening betwesn hlm.and ‘the solid

ground

CREEK'S men counted 40 corpses scattered eround the German 1ﬁ‘ :fo

foxhcles and gun pits, ihe Amarlcan force had paid for this 3 5ijf

amall victory with ll dead and 23 wounded.

*In CREZK'S comment on his own- situation he drew the moral 735
that all day long he had been engaged in a close-up and bitter “

fight egainst the enemy when if he had taken an sll-around

view of the situation, he might have made these same dispo-‘f”ﬁ

sitions earlier, It was the arrival of reenforcements Which
first made him see that the thing to do was o thoroughly
organlize the position. A .
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ATTACK ON THE EAST BANK

All that had happened slnce noontlma around the LA FIERE

.Causeway--the advance of SCHWARTZWALDER'S column, tne_carmaﬁ_f{ﬂf:'
onslaught, the stand bY:IEVY"S:Pétfoln—was unknown curioﬁsly‘  ?- f
enough, to the troops closest to the scene, .Over on the r1gh$
flank of the Americen position on the east bank, CAPT DOLAN
and the men of Company A, 505th ngiment, carried on almost .

unaware that there were any friendly troops in thelr vieinity;ﬂ“ﬁ“é?

or thet there had been any redical changes in the situatidn;_V ”v'
The foreground of their personal sombat S0 monopolized their‘”'ff;fé

thoughts and obaervatlon that thay scarcely looked beyond the{;;ﬂf

bulldinga to the River. Men knew only s0 much of the hattle ;gffijf
as camne before thelr qaze and thlnking hamuelves unnelpad

and unsupported, they were oppreSSed by a tarrlble sense of fé;iu

lonellneas.*

The enemy fire began to fall eway end at last they fe+tithem;§?aﬁ

selves free on their 1ocal ground of the presence of ths anemy. _

Yot when this happened, they diﬁ not attribute it to the pos-7ffﬁ

sibllity thet the Garmans had succumbed to blows from other A
824 elements slose at hand. Tney thought-wquite miatakenlyu-hhwf
that the enemy had withdrawn across tne River, - They had not
been able to bring any auatained flre to bear on tnat exit,

| *This wes their tastimony._ Mbst nf them.had ‘no idea that
there were other Ameriocan troops anywhere in the vioinity. i
They 4id not know until they were intarviawed that otnsrs were N
also putting pressure on the Oauseway..u P s SR




thereby blocking 1t; in fact, they could only catoh.an o=
casional glimpse of 1t from among the 'buildings. Tt never
ocourred to them that where they had failed some other unit
may have succeeded, They dld not know about LIPDQJLST'S ad- |
~~ vance. They did not kncw that SGFWARTZHALUER had been thsre'
~and so they were not prepared to mlss him'when he pulled out.-‘szw;
When the enemy fire ceased thﬁy moved into tne grounﬁ which
SCHWARTZWAIDER and his men had regemtly held, ‘gt411 without
| sugpecting that they were i tnls gsense, composing a rellef. |
& The move put them directly facing the river and-covering the, '¥q.E
: bridge and Causeway on its éastern'and with their foree f&iil} ?f"5
wall distributed to either flank.. Durlng mid-afternoon the'.'
Gompany dug in, with First Platoon on rlght of tha road along
the river, Third Platoon on the left along ths river and |
Second Flatoon on tha nigh hround to the rear at tha turn of
the main road. ‘There was periodic mortar and artillery flre
upon the position throughout the afternoon, anﬂ 6180 soms -

@B - . machine gun flre. Hdwever, ‘this 31gnaled nothlng special tc é;

DOIAN and his- men, nLoOT did ‘the fact that they heard tanhs

ﬁ moving ‘around - on tha west bank of the riVGr. They could not
take these things a8, a measure that the enamy was bulldlng up
on the opp051ta bank because tney hadn't reallzed tnat ne

wasn’t there in strength in the flrst place.~

- The east end of thﬁ Causeway waa catchlng mprtar firs when

the rifleman movad 1nto line. A party of four men moved ﬂ¢f
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Ihalped ahield thﬂ bazooka men: it was ourlous that ultlmately

Company A kept digging deepar, figurlng that sooner. or 1ater

DA '_L‘:";‘!_;;_L?!"?.-‘_“;':;{-B-"“:'« SR R A e e B A e e

the. enemy armor came across the causeway-twa tanks.mov1ng in E;

~ gunner, FVT CLARGNCE BECKER (lster MIA) fired from the left

the bazookas cracked down on the tank and their fira mingled

through this Tire to set up a road block baside the bridge. é
In the party were tWo bagooke men, BFC’JOHN. D. BOLEERSOH and g

PVT GORDON C, PRYME, o gunner, PFG IENBLD PETERSON, and his
asgistant, PVT MARCUS. HEIM JR. Thaymmre:&aced in depth
w1th the left bazooka being forward about 25 yards "the men
teak over foxholes which had been deserted by the Germans a = -
short time before under pressure from SCHWARTZWATDER" S campany;f};fé
Tha party carrled Pour anti tank mines out to tha block and Do

these were put in position across the roadway of the brldge,';[jﬂf €

an old trucﬁ was also drageed out from the east bank and put T

on the bridge broaQQida as a partial barricade; tne truck

both obstacles did their work thmugh they reacted adversely s

on, the wrong force.*

Duningrtne afternaon'there Was~no respité from“fire'and'

the counter—attaek would came., The hour was perhaps 1730 when

front of a body of infantry. The Pirst bank got right up tc

tne,mines. The tank commander stood in his turret A machinejf
flank of the GﬁmP&HY-Pdéition and. killed bim. Slmultaneouslyi:

with that of the 57 ] gun, firing fram the hlll.:

¥thts nappened on the fousth sy
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The bazooka men held their fibe:ﬁntil'thé-iaét minute; not

| through hardihood alona but because the tree. foliage at the

bend of the Gauaeway kept them from getting any. clear view

of the oncomlng column. wa they fired quickly and both of

them.got off four rounds asg tha enamy armor bore down on tham,'_ *:;

‘when the first_rockwt exploded, the lead tank stopped and

began firing its cannon. Its rirst shell.snapped a concrete | . -

telephone pole next to EETERSON before the tank could fire

again, it was set ablaze and disabled by the rockats.‘ A U
second tank swung out and around the burnlng vehicle and thsxts:ﬁaﬁﬁ
turned sharply leftward as if trylog to ride out into the | _”'. .
marsh, PETERSON, the gunner grabbed a bazooka and ran for-'z

ward about 20 feet 80 as to get beyand the traes whleh were  L‘_:;€
screening the t&nk, HB fired four rOerts qt tna Jburret. s
They had no apparent affect, The tank' artillery began to"

swin@ around toward h1m and he thought they would try to p0t~_ 

shot him with the cennon.. Than he fired again and made 8 fﬂir f.fl

hit where the turret Joins the body. His next rockst hit the ,ai;

.tank's track ke ran forward 8 few feet and’ fired agaln aim—l ;1‘f

ing at and hlttlng ‘the tank's rear.‘ T%e tank trled to back._'"

out into the rosd agaln but its motor was m;saing badly and'.j7'ﬂ°f

the - track was fculed.. Befere it could move mcre than a few f‘“f~*7

feet, FETERS ON'QOt anothar roeket into it and the tank:went: _ﬁ~f“T

up in flamss, incinerating tna.crgw, That ended the armored :
advanceaf B o R

*All four msn were present for tna Lnterrogation. All had




ed and no Germans wore used to ploket ths Causeway. (15 Germans

- During the close-ur. fight at th%‘bridée; Com@an& A‘é‘ﬁeniin :

;¢ the main liue of Five along the embankment had been ccncen~
tratlng on the German infantry whlch had come along behind

' the tanks. From their dug-;n nositions the guns were.able_t02 ?7:
put a grazing rire on the bridge and Causeway. The resulﬁ | |

was "like mowing hay." The leading files fell in th31r traaks:}:

along the Causeway émbankment' those st1ll heyond the berd in~~
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the Causeway mancged to w:.thd.raw to the v:i.clnity of the ohurch. St
m 'The infantry 4id not t Y ag&*n to fOTuB the L.A. F:EE-R]."J GTOSSing 7

The impact of the a+tﬂck 'qawewp¢, ooup4ed with the stePping—'~f}§ﬂ€
up of the zunfire i iTon the west ban effecteﬂ th e whole sit—;3gfﬁﬁ
uation-ﬁlon@ the river. FEN GAVIH dvri g his hrief reoonnals;\?
sance at TA FIMRE 0 bhe morning, had bcbn 1mpras:eﬂ with the
desultory oharacter of the rgslgtance. The scunds of the 5

fi”h* did not spell. raqi streezth to him. In that’ assum@tion:.a?

he was perfectly corract despite tne oons;derabla Amerlcan
losses, espeolally ln Ocapany 2, there ware no* many more tnanff

30 Germans Qe;enéinc IA FLHHE * Aq *L_se@mﬁd 1ikely th&t the

been given ths Dsﬁ ‘The natailed ﬂ,oly, however, maﬂe it clear,
- that FETERSCGH had bebﬂ the malnspriag of tde'whole actlon and::
that his initiative nad stonped the- armor. .
*rhe witness is M. LOUIS IERCURX, the r651dent at the MAHOIR'
DE LA FIGRE, the farm.alonw the: Rlver MME IEROUEX, who witnes-
- ged these events, corrohorated his stataﬂﬂnts - He said. that
prior to 2300 on 5 June, 1944, tke farm had nsver been garrison»

had guarded the rallway nrcasing nzar the farm for 15 days priok’
to 6 June,) At that hour, 25-30 Geﬁman infantry came to his. .-

home , Uot him out. of bed and told him that tney were sattlng hp

B 1 B
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pbsitipn would.sooh be brought under control, GAVIN had gone
on down to CHEF DU PONT. He.remained at that danger point

until well into the aftermocon, and as the situation seemed

to be turning in favor of the attackers, he then returned to -

1A FIER&. .There, it was of course impossible to give him-an

accurate brisfing on the éﬁenﬁs of the day. The commanders

on the east bank 414 not know for certain what had happened - -

to SCHW/ARTZWALDER'S oclumn nor were they aware of how the Ger- .

-3

mans had gotten back into CAUQUIGNY. But what took GAVIN'S

immediate attention_w&a-the intensity of the German mortar

and high velocity artillery fire now falling into the LA FIERE
position., He had expscted to Find the bridge cooled off; in-
stead; his appraisal told hiﬁuthat tna real fight was in the .

making. Too, he could not help but be impressed by the way

~casualties wefe’piling up;'he had logt a numbén of officers;"iﬁ

IT DOLAN had been aommanding'thé FirSt'Batﬁalion (such of it

&8 was present) for five hours. KELLAM was dead. The Exec- o

utive, MAJ MC q1NITY, who had been present when GAVIN left .
for CHEF DU PONTé.nad been killed during this absence. So

had the -3, and 4 or 5 other officers. Finally, LT COL MARK
AIEXANIER of 505th had come into the position and had taken -

oommand of the Battallon,

a defensive position around the ferm. They were there next S

morning when the Ameriocan attack began; they were not re-
enforced; LEROUBXwas certain that no Germens came from west
of the River that morning. However, after the Ltwo forces be-

came fully engaged, IEROUEX, his wife and their three‘daughtara_??

retired to the basement.
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GAVIN sent an officer courier to zm coL MALONEY at CHEF ﬁU ': h,if55
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The German reaction continued to build in strength, culmimat= " .

ing (as already ralated) in the attempt to force the CB.U.SGW&Y--_'E'::?}

- of lanﬂ overlooking the ‘bridge was hecaming untenable hecause

| -Tnesa thinﬂs eoupleﬂ with- the lack of medical care and a o

PONT. He was told to leave about one platoon of men there
with two mﬂchlne guna. Tha frest of ‘the fcrce was to movs to

LA FIERE at once. If the force staymg at GHEF DU "FONT uhould

_be Torced out of the poslticn it was to- fall back on LA FIERE.

GAVIN moved h:.s own CP to tne rallroad over-pass behind LA.
FIERE. On a call from GA\IIB- Gﬂ-N RIDGWJLY came on down to the
over-pass and the two Gcmmandars discussed the gerxeral git-
atlon. ‘The  failure to get a.ny con’tact wi'bh othar elemnts
of the invasion and the continu:,ng blaclf;cut of information as'."j*
to how the seaborna 1andlnggs were proceedlng were becoming of
gravest concern to the Division commander and were pressing:

on every decision relative to the local situation,

with armor. What had happaned t6 the fm:-ce naldirg the bridae
(Company A) oould not be seen clearly to rearward, By errar, l o

word reachad the Battalmn. Go:rmander that anemy, .,,nfantry had

m.aae a lodgement in the American pcsit:-.on- on the. aast-bank- - -'

while the armor was be:ng turned bacls:' from Batta.l:l.on this

word was Ixassad- back to GIN GAVIN, and the Batta.lion Gommander
added nis estimata that the pcsa.tion of Gampany A, on the nose

- of the intunsity of "the. German artlllery and small arms fire.

rap.ldly dwindling amunition supply, seemed tcc put the mﬂltion g ,
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dn full jeoperdy.

-gupport on that '-“Ja*llf,. ‘-‘c;ne tlma after mid—afternoon MAT

- German armor tr.wc‘ o ccme acros..a tne, bridne. KELIA.M who b,ad

~taken over LINIJ”UI‘ST"‘_“ round tc left of ti:ls bmdge was- al- :

A SN

COL LIXDQUIGST'S force—or Eha’c part of .it which remained on
the east bank after the failure . to -é'cnsblic‘late the bridge-
headl--’had made several move¥ dur'i-ng 'this time, Through the
events o sarly dftsrnoon, its fI‘d.GtiOHS lead remained dug-in - o
on the ground over to left of the bride;e although the men .

of Gompsiy A, 505, remalned urla ware tﬂat thare was any real

EKTLLAM had earrived mitn ‘the ramamdar af First Battallon 505, q
prov:.dd,m additlonal cuyuor’f fov' the c;.ose—up position. After |

GATIN h=d *“_leeﬂ with RIDG “’; e ‘tolr" IITDQUIU’I' of the COIH-"

mandt's worry ovser the m:lurs- to hear ;rmm 1‘he seaborne forca' e

it might m ~.m t..l...).J Lnn whole Divi aﬁon w@uld nave to fall back

on STE MEAT EGLITG, and in that event 1t wovld be LINDQUIST'S |
tas}* to cowe:c* tie Wlt‘lﬂl‘&lv‘a’u_r. of 're__ f ‘ dlong the LERDERET. L
Accordingly, HI.;”"D T}IM. moved 13 men mto a reserve posit.mn L
along the *‘.ir"a Imdﬁarow west of the ra_llroad line and :malde

the "yr forr;ed by tlle two hlgh«?avs' tnef were there when the N

ready out of it; a mor ar burst nit h.im almost as soon as b.a

had made the ralief Elu.:.c he clled mthm 8, few minutes.
In the inte:r-'im' bs*t"-hream GOL MA,LOIEY-’ ettlng the order to m.ove
up from G”EF DU FOIT a.nd the armval of his column from I.,A,

FI"RB GMTIN ‘WG 1: famard along tile road 1ead1ng to t.he Gauae-
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.Way' He encountered llttle knot.s of men mcv:.ng baclc frcm the

to take place. The men told him that the AT guns hdd acted
badly and that for some reason a number of them had withdrawn

Just before the time when they Were most naeded by the in-"
fantry,* ‘

L GAVIN was still awaiting MATONEY. But he told LINDQUIST to

oy agae .

-his forece back into line and stab:.liza it wﬂhout further L
orders. GCoing f'orward LINDQ,UIST ran inta a gro’up of 505 men
who were not engaged; they were bcund for the rear; they were
not panlc‘ezy but they were gatting out.' He collacted these |

nen and g0t them gtarted moving toward the river 11ne, telllng

‘bridge. COing on & littls way farther he i“ound part of a
group of 507 men in position ebout 7 hedgerows east of the 3
brldge. A8 he saw it, the,,r wers of no value to the genaral L

caunse so long as they “emamed thera 20 he lad th.em directly

mant

These moves were édzﬁplet,ad just 'befoi*é_the domingf of the. foréeﬂ_'
*LINDQUIST said that he did ot believe more. than two of tha

guns did any firing from IA FTERE. He too, felt that the AT

reason for it Was that there was too llttle cover at hand.

make a. quick reconnalasance and if he fcund that ‘the situation o 2

at the bridge presented an immedlate dan,:,er, he was to move @

the officer in charze to move them in 0:1 the 1ei‘t ‘side of‘ the

into the bridge and had thsm gtart digging m along the embank- :;.;_:

failure was demoralilzing to.the infanéry and thet the: prababla

bridge as if under the 1mpression ‘that & withdrawal was about
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from CHEF DU PONT under GOL MALONEY. These resnforcements,
coupled with GAVIN'S ooncern for the position alcng the MER- -

DERET,'.pi'ompted one more ehénge.' LINDQUISI'S force took up
a defensive position just east of-the‘ railway cut a2d on top o
of the embankment* 80 situsted, it was in better case if the
time came when a withdrawal from the- IaEREtE:RET line to STE MERE B

BGLISE was deemed necessary,n

IT COL MALONBY had arrived with about 200 men. He was-diréeﬁédf
to denloy hig foree on botn s:.des of .the rﬁain road and attack

(wy--_m\»_-\.—-‘;;.‘n_-‘-‘w.»_-.,-_. B T

L L

3 through First Battalion, 505th, to re-—establish the possltion i

: overlooking the brldge, this order being based on the ‘aggmp..} .

tlon that the fromt had partlyifoldad; When this was acoomp~ -

" lished, both battallons were then to. J:mld unt:Ll further orders:'-’_'-._;.:ﬂ;-:'"“

were received, MALONEY was told ‘that as soon as dar]«mesa per—

mitted, anti-tank waapons would be rolled into place and dug- :
in where d:.rect :E‘:Lre ‘eould be obtamed it was also planned S

? to get more machine guns and bazoo*{as into the forward ground_’

| 'As the advance proeeeﬁed :Lt quicl{ly hecame apparent- that tne
local mtuation was not qu.:.te as dasperate as had baen imagmaﬁ.
and that 1t called for an all-—around strengthening of ‘the po-._;}jr-‘*_f
sition rather th_an a renestablisniﬂg of. tha eenter which was.{f“;:.i-'

quite intaot. One foree of 507 men under GAPT R. Dy RAE was

d::.sposed to north of tha brldue along tne river bank talting

*These last two paragraphs from GEN GAVIN. - o




to believe that they were earrying the weight of the position

yelling back and forth. Company A was kept -fu.lly‘ alerted. ar?d:"

up pOSl'blOIIS along the hedgerows alosest to the marsh. 'Anotr.lef
part of MALONEY'S. column was disposad to south of the Gauseway
along the river bank.. But. again these reenforcements d:l.d _
not move through Company A, 505th, nor make. their pnyslcal.-f7f

pressure directly felt, and the men in the center continued

almost exelusively on their own shoulders.*

Throughout the hours of darkness tanks ,c':‘oﬁld be heard milling

about on the opposite bank and enemy soldiers gould be l;e_aijdi_

the men were told to dig their fo:x:holes deeper. six mér‘e' nien o
were wounded during the night by fire from weat of the r:.ver, :
there was only one I‘lrst-ald man, PVT EEI.LY BEYERS, to taka |
oare of them' 8 :t‘;l.rstuaid station had been establlshed farthe;l:
north along the river by 508 but the German £ire kept that. _fjf%ﬁ
flank so harassed that BEY"-“RS carried hls wounded out be:,rond
the railway embankment where GAVIN had. set up his GP. His. . -

tlrelessness and oalm courage halped cheer the enta.re Gompany. )

For the 507 alements the' night was qu:l.te uneventful (RAE - -
checked and found that his men were almost out of. ammun.ltion.

He led a pa,trol to Divismn CP to piclc up a supply but found

that the people ‘there’ were 111cew-;l.se embarrassed. It was abou*t.

. *RAE and his men told of the actual movement.s of 507 G:&VIN
was the witness as to the orders, Company A men nade the state-,-,:::-;
ments that they did not know of the arrival of thia suppart.
, ¥*Thig was what they said at the crlbique--; o




"daybreak: next morhiﬁg when.é"supply a:r-'i'iverd.‘t'y 'pia;ne .-
But the morniﬁg brought also another 11l change in Company
A's fortunes, The signs incraased that the ensmy was. planning
to hit GEN RIDGWAY'S force from the north. - The 507 forces
,supporting Company A on either flank were withdrawn and ordered
to a position a little to the south of the Division CP. Thesr
‘Io:.ned LINDQUIST'S force, -He llad been called at dawn by GA‘IIN-
and told that 505 was being hit on tha left flank and he should
move east to their support. 'I'hat put th.e brunt of the LA FIEHE@
defense quite squarely up to Company A .]uat as on the day be~ =
fore it had carried the burden of the - attack. A few drifters
oame into the lines from aoross the marah during the sarly
hour%—--malnly 507 and 508 men who had failed to make any as-
&embly on th.e opening day and werse drawn singly tq the sounds
of the Amerloan fire. They came in drlpping wet, and blue
with sold, and took positions among the 505 men. Others fallea
~to make it; the Germans on the west benk bad them directly
under machine gun fire and they lcept a spatter of bullats :
across the surface of the marsh.' The Americans dropped thelr |
_equlpment a.nd uI'J..E!d to hunch Tow .m the muck and reeds as -
they waded toward LA FIEBE. But tne fire Picked & number Qf'
them off while Gompany A watohed. |
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THE BRIDGE HOLDS |

QND T WIILIAM A. QAKIEY had the platoon of Gompany A which
covered the embankment dlrectlﬁr to right of the bmdge. To

the right of his own men were & men from the 307th Enginesrs.

On coming into the position that morniug, they had been _group..-i"

ed with two machine guns from Headquarters Company of PFirst

Battalion and deployed out slong the main flank from which -

most of the Causeway's length. The platoon had *&ery little ;"";j

matural cover. There were a few trees.and shrubs in the fore-' .

ground but the top of the embarkment was quite bare and the

rrinciple protectlon of macb.:t.ne gunners and rifleme.n were the

foxholes. The Gompany was not 'starvad for -ammumtion.' A party
‘had gone out the night befors and bad colleoted a pumber of
bundles; all hands felt there would be enough if the ememy . .= .

came on,

Shorti'y after 0800 mortar fire from t:h'a"west bank boga'n tm""r

 positlon the guns could put an accurate fire ‘croés-"-wise' over -

range along the Company. line with the worst. of it sesmmg to

concen‘orats againgt OAKIEY'S men., Quickly the enemy machine

guns joined the aotlon, but the bullet fire aid no great hurt-_'_

as tb.e foxholes were dug into the lower: ;part of the face a:t‘
the embankment e.nd the guns ware bear_in-g: on the_ .tqp Di',a.t.,,_,__.‘,_e‘-

QAKIEY began to lose a few men from the mortsr fire.

At 1000 the German aﬁfqaclf; came on, f—ouif. Ronault tanks ‘:Lé'ad.iugi".r;\-'\'._,f‘.;r."f':
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the way. They got no farther than had the column of the prior

evening. PETERSON and the other three bazooka men met the
attack head on; they were supported by a 57 guri firing from |
directly above the smbankment. It was an almost 'untenable
place for an anti-tank gun, but no worse than the position R
taken over by CPL FELIX FERRAZZI, one of the machine gunners
supporting QALIBT!S position, (He was in fact a radio operator ,'__'
but finding hlmsel}f without a radio, he had volunteered to | -
operate the sun.) With his gun, he had to teke position di-
rectly_under the 57 gun so that both weapons could hold a 1ine"’:
of flre directly on the bridge. The other gunners begged FER-
RAZZI to move; they told him he couldn't possibly take it )
there. e lngisted on stayiiz, and though the blast from the l :
57 shook him terribly, he remained st his post until his gun
was knocked out by mortar fire. An e rlier burst had shawere'd*__'
him with fragments and cut him badly around the head and heck. )

But he kept firing as lons as the gun was operabls,

The Cneny armer was stopped at the middle of the pridgs. By :
that time the lead tank was already past the hazoéka creW's
orirsinal povition but m'I"‘J‘t..:OI" and the atnsrs had dr0pped back
ingide the rifle line, Whether from a rocket or ome of the 57
shells or both, the :E':Lrét tank got a disabling hit; that piled.’
up the column. The infanbry whilch had heen coming on behing - ‘
the tanks was agaln brousht in check. Now, however, there 'was"".

this aifference in the situation: the pile-up of German armor ]
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+ in intensity with most of it falling among OAK_IEY’S'man; until

and of the burned vehicles which the bazpoks men had dragged
onto the Gausewsy to form a 'pa.rﬁial‘ barricade gave the enemy
foot troops something to fight behind. They rma'de swift use
of it. The two forsces becanme locked in & sudden death fire
fight from less than 40 yards range, .tha Germans crouching be-
hind the armor, the Americans making the most of thei'r‘g-round

cover., Thereon the mortar fire from “he west bank doubled

they could scarce raise their hesds. OAKIEY was hard hit by
one burst and spouted so much blood that _t.liey had to get him

| out in the middle of the fight. SGT WILLIAM D. owmﬁs took
over the platoon. Others went out the' way OARIEY had. gone,
the platoon strength dwindling at so fast a rate from the byl-
let and mortar fire that OWENS found it difficult to knDW
whether any line remained. 18T SGT R_OBERT M. MATIESON, who

was alightly to rear of the rifle 1ine é,nd wag trying 4o steer
the wounded back, found them coming on in such number that he

"felt like = policeman diracting traffic.”

OWENS stood thara, conspieuduwly in “he open and not-'more't.han

30 yards from the bridge, a quletl:,r lmpressive figura rally-

ing the men just by the exemple of hir own steadiness. | Tna

point had come when some such example of personal heroism had
to be set 1f the IA FIERE bridge was to be held, The-close-up
_ fire from behind the barricade of wrecked armor wrs taking a

terrible toll and the mortars _poundfed‘the embankment unceas- ..




ingly. Half of the platoon had 'Qecémé casualties. In
OWENS' own squad only three men xfamainaé. The remainder

of the Company 1line was not in pcéai_tion where it oould
give any strong support to the pia,toon's pnsitioﬁ; the men
continued to fire, but they did so knowing that the issue
wag heing decided on the ground held hy OWENS' platoon;

if the platoon broke, the whole position would go.

The strays who had come into the line from aoross the,_' river
that morning were the first to get out—not all of them; but
a few., Most of them hed bsen shccked_' and exhausted by their
experience, and lacking that sense of personal identity with
the unit which is the finel stabilizing'force' in moments .
of supreme emsrgency, they. responded to the instinet for
self-preservation. OWENS was too preoccupled with other
matters to make any attempt to dissua,d‘e them but he could
messure the effect on his own men; these small withdrawals
woakened and worried them, 86T MTIESON saw a lleutenant—
stranger o the Company-—start for the rear. "I saw e whole
batt&lion of infantry over thera this morning," sald the '
lieutenant, "We can't stop ‘bham and it's time to get out "
MATTESON ocouldn't tell him to stay. The machine gun am-
muﬁition aupply im the front 1ine was now down to one box
per gun. The guns were kept going only by the persistence :
of 3 80T EDWIN F, WANCIO (supply sergeant} who kept boring

up to the fire line frdm rearward ‘car:cying enough.amunition'

to keep the guns fed.- There were no"spare barrels for

| theso guns. ’.I‘hay wore kept in sucn constant uge (tney
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fired approximately 40 boxes the pijace)‘ that WHén the gunners
tried to stop fire morﬁentarily', the guns kept spitting for
ten or twelve rounds. Two of the guns .in the Company liﬁe
broke down from over~heating; 1T JOHI. OTTO'S men cannibalized

them on the spot and got one gun back into operation,

But the attrition on men and weapons fins,lly"reached the
cracking point. The wounded oprawled on back. More of the
strays quit the ground. Half the gtrength of the lins had ‘
gone and OWENS, standing in the key p'oaition; had lost a‘i.l'l m
h}l‘t 15 men. At last these few began to waver. They seid 't.o. ‘
OWENS: "Let's get out. We'd better withdraw." And he replied
to them: "No, we will wait for orders. We haven't been told
to go." Yet he was uncartain of his own decision and he sent
a man over to ask DOLAN what he had bebter do. Back to the
remnant of the platoon came ,the measage. DOLAN had written
-1t out. "I don't know a better place than this to die ¥

*The most remarkable tribute the HO heard to any soldier in
the ETO was paid by Company A to OWEL3, When the Company was
interviewed as a body, all hands said: "The defense was saved

by CWENS. It was his courage and his calmness which made us :
stick it out. PFinally, he carried the load." OWENS is not a
conspicuous locking soldier. He is a man of medium size, rather
reserved and considerably older than the average paratrooper.

In the presence of the whole Company, he said this: "We stuck
becauge our leaders stuck and we knew thay were stiocking, CAPT
DOLAN was with us all the time. Such of the younger offjicers. -

as did not get killed also went around encouragin: the men., COL
ALEXANDER kept coming up into the fight. We sgw GEN RIDGWAY up
there and GEN GAVIN, We knew they knew what we were doing and -
that they would give us all the help they could. That did more .
to give us confidence than the power of our weapons," _




It was in these moments and in this\sijiri-t that platoon and
Company met and pasaed their crisi,s-. - The Germans raised a
Red Cross flag and asked for g half-hour respite to take out
their wounded. Cempany A was glad to grant the request. It i
gave them a chanoe to succor their own men and tb regroup

with what strength they had.

During that helf hour the -Ge-rman_ effort to rg-astablish the

position along the line of the MERDERET River passad' into de-
oline. The anemy infantry §id not oome on again agalnst the ;ﬂ )
position dafendlng 'I:.he bridge and after the first~aid parties
had carried out the wounded, there was no renewal of the close-

up fight from behind the wrecked armor.

Sporadic mortar fire continued to fall into qup-é.ny A's igz?o.un_’d
throughout the remainder of the dey: there wene some furthér |
losaea of American pérsonne’-l, ~ That evenlng the Company was
relieved by elemﬂn’cs of the 507 returning with LINDQUIST'S o _
force from the ground to north of STE LERE EGLISE; the fight 4"’\

which they had expectad there had nsvar materialized LIND—
eping his
5 MONTE-

QUIST had continued hise probir.tg at-tac]s forward, k.

right flank within 500 yards and within sight of £
BOURG road, untll he regched the crossroads bayond ST MERE -
BGLISE, But during the entire da,? his foroe had - geen and kill~- .

ed only one German and 1t was only toward the end of the ad~

 vanca that the foroes. bqgan to draw a acattering mort-ar fire, | ¥

- he had reported thesa facts to Division by rum:ler and had R
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- included his aétimate that there was no snemy strength on his
immediate front; the order to‘withdraw came in consequence f

~and heé led his men back toward the ra.lway line about the 3
time that the river fight cooled off. At no time while his
men were along the rallway bank or operating to the east of

it hsd they drawn eny artillery fire,

Company A formed to move back from the LA FIERE position.

SGT MATTESON looked up and down the 1ine of the Company ang

then sald to his men: "If people don't think that men get
killed in war, they ouzht to take a look at.this Company,™ .
They had started with.147 able-bodied men on the day before,
thelr strength was now 66 less, from dsath or from serious ok

wounda.

Of the men standing in front of MATTESON, 20 were wearing

bandages or were awaiting medlcal attenbion. They were the
lightly wounded who had seen ths ahow'bhrough.

COL LINDQUIST, his D PLUS ONE day mission having proved a
blank, was oréered to go to GHEF DU PONT where elements of

507 and 508 were already locatad; having successrally engeaged
the enemy and defended the bridge position, LINDQUIST was to -
take over from OAPT CREEK, assemble his Regiment around the~i ._'
- CHEF DU PONT bridgehaad'and proceed to bring the'ioqal-sit- o

uation under control.




THE ATTACK THROUGH THE FORD

The existence of the under-water road through the marsh to
South of the GREY CASTLE (forming a possible line of appreach
- Trom the railroad to AMFREVILLE) appears not to have been

any closelyr-guarded secret.

A Frenoch girl who lived in a house along the reilroad near
the ford told LT WISNER about it on d.op night and offersd
To lead him to it; he dldn't take the offaer, tried to find

1t himself and finally gave it up, His informant, however, )

was a member of a rather remarkaeble family who a.?:.-e' worthy of
some regard by the Unit'ed Statea. The man, his wife 'and thelr
daughter—f-whom even in the darkness the paratroopers noted
for her lack of charm and commented on it long after—spent
the nizht colleoting paratroopers;_going into the marshes for
them in a small boat and ssarching them out among the hedge- |
rows slong the embankments. They led them to the railway
‘track and then gave ‘them their beaﬁrings. They were altogether -’f"\
tireless in this work and together tnay appear to have been o

esponsible fpl‘ the orientation of the greater part of two
battaliaﬁa. WISIER ﬁas ‘only one ano:ig mﬁny wha were be-
friended,. |

Still, WIS_NER did not seem Lo attach any taatic_al s’ignificance
to the presence of the ford; _théugh an $-2, he did not mg.ke’
the informetion available to all who might meke mossible 'u'sa"
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of it. The word that the ford was th.re and that it might
be used for a flank approach against the Ly FIERE bridgehead

became known to the Diviaion under the following circumstances.

On the morning of D PLUS‘E, TIMMES continued to be under such
pressure in the orchard that he sent LT MARR out to scout the
road running east along the north flank of the position seek-
ing a route of withdrawal in case relief did not come to
them. IMARR knew nothing of the exlstence of the ford. His
renner, FI') HORMAMN V. CARTER; discoveréd iﬁ quite by aoccident
a8 they starteﬁ walking into the marsh, They continued on b
along 1%, feeling for the edges: the water was olear enough

that they could ses the edge of the road part of the time.#*

Just east of the GREY CASTLE, they ceune under maschins gun fire,
but they were moving. away from it 'anr: the enemy made rm'gt-
tempt to Zollow, At the house by the ra.ilrcad; MARR met the |
friendly French family and they %old n'im‘t-hat‘ there were Ameri-

e

cans directly to the westward. There was an Amer’can radio
aerial near the house; MARR put an orange flag on it and waved
it; anocther oransze I‘lag wavad back at him'frdm the ground in~
dicated by the Frenchman. The latter got out his boat and
rowed MARR aoross the marsh to the positon of Third Battalion,
*MARR had made one prior attempt to go north around the
marsh; he thought there was a possibility that its northern
terminus might be somewhere near at hand, Ten men had gone
with him on this ococasion and he had been turned back by ma-
chine gun fire from the ares where the most of the American

gliders had landed, northeast of AMFREVILLE. This time he cub
the patrol to one. - L :
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325th Glider Infantry Regiment. The Commander got MARR
started toward Division in a jeep, but alomg the road they
met CGEN RIDGWAY. MARR explained about the ford and the

General hurried him cn to headquarters to tell the atory
to the Staflr,

It was on %nt basis of this information that the 325th Glider
Infantry came to'figure in the one futile effort o bring

the LA FIERE bridgehead under control vie the indirect ap-
proach, and having falled in that effort, to take it by the

shortest but most desperate courss.

The_Regiment had flown into WCRMAMDY on the morning of D PLUS
ONE, and altiough the assémhly was supposed to be neatly
packaged in a landing Zone s little to the north of BLOS-
VIILE in actual pérformance the gliders were soattered all the
way from the STE MDRE HOLISE-CARENTAN highway eastward to the
Beach, The ground where most of the gliders landed was a
no-man's land; it was supposed to have been brought under
control by that hour throuzh the junc ure of 82d Division
clements movins south from STE LTRE EGLISE and the 4th In-
fantry Division moving north. But eneny foroces still held
the ridpes around ECOQUENEAUVILIE and COQUERIE dicectly north
of the landing Zone end separating 325th from contact with
the 505th Reiment at STE MERE EGLISE. - The situation was

- 8lightly embarrassing but not painful as the enemy forces

thus positioned made no effort Lo press offensive actlon
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against the glider forces while they were still uncollected
and Individually unapprised of the existing situation. One
gllder had come down far into enemy “erritory; two otﬁérs had
failed to get away from Bngland; 160 men had beeﬁ injured or
killed by glider crackups in landing. Apart from these thinss;

- the situation of the Regiment when it became fully assembled

five hours after ths landing were completed was excellent,
both as to the condition of its persdnnel and of .ts Tighting

equipment ., *

The furtherrmovements of the Regiment immediately following
the landing enter only incidentally into‘tna MERDERET oper-
etion. During its first 24 hours, 325th did & great deal of
marching and maneuvering, none of which had any large influ-
ence on the Divislon's tactical situation; tnaﬁgh since the
Reginient had flown in as Division Reaerve; it brightened the

strategic outlook,™¥

On 7 June, late in the day, First Battalion went to LA FIERT A
and waa pleced in reserve just behind the village, staying
there throughout the next day. When LT MARR reached the Di~
vision CP and told about the ford, COL HARRY L. LEWIS of 325th
was there and heard the story. Thereon, LIWIS was directed
*In the landinzs 35 men had been killed in the Horsa Gliders
and none 1ln the CGLA's, Thirty-one were slightly injured in
the Horsas and 26 in the CGLA's., The evaocuation of these men
wes underway within one hour.

**The detalls of this early period are to be found in the
File under: "Initilal Operations of 325th Glider Infantry.”
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by GIN RIDGWAX‘to take & foroce not exceeding a battalion acrosé 
the MERDERET, hold the village of AMFEEVILIE and bring the

western side of the ‘bridgehead under coutrol. . o

At about 1800 HARR joined First Battalion, 325th, which LEWIS

‘had desmﬂnated Tor the miasion, and at about 2300 he started

leading the_column across the marsh to TIMMES' relief. Mean-
tims.he had sent PFC CARTER back to TIMMES with the message

that & friendly force was coming in and he was to 1ift the
minefields covering the road north of‘tne orohard,* Engineers .

had gone ahead also and had marked the ghoulders of the under—

water road with white tape so that the passage wag not too

diff;cult in the dariness, While the column was in midwpaé—
sage, word came to COL LEWIS from Division that he was to dis-
regard that part of the crdér'which applied tq AMFREVILIE and
proceed immediamtely to the bridgehead with the oﬁject‘of aaﬁe
turing 1t before dawn. The Battalion raac-h.ad,_t}ha western Shore'
of the marsh without being fired on and MARR goﬁ them into the |
cover of the first hadgeroﬁ‘along the‘embankment; ne'wenf on . ;?\;
to make sure'that the minsefields had beén'liftea. : .

Fire came against the Battalion's position from the GREY CASTLE.f

and Company C was sent to the right to put it down so that tha _

Battalion could make the left turninmg into TIMNES’ orchard. o
¥This came from the MARR $ateTview. CARTER made the trip

under maohine gun firs with two men from 325th: covering him.
He recelved tha Silver Star for this mission.:u
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From that point, Company C was to til-rn south to ﬁha rosd from -
AMFREVILLE into CAUQUIGNY and sttack across the road. company _
B was ordered to turn around the weatern side of the orchard,
nove south a8 far as the AMPREVILLE- GA.UQUIGI\IY road and then
etltack along the northern side of the road toward the west

_e'md of the Causeway. The mission given Conmpany Awas 50

secure 'bha-road junctions around LE MOTEY and protect the rear
of Conpanies B and C sgainst any advance from AMFREVILIE. MAJ
SAN FORD, commanding the Battalion, had conferred with TIMAES o
in the orchard and this was the plan that he had decided upon; N
but because of Company C's over~long commitment at the GREY B
CASTLE, it had the effect of Teeding the companies intc_ the
action plecemeal and without Juncture anywhere along their :
front. B‘rom TIMMES' party, LT IEVY was assigned to guide

Company B and IT FOBM.N to guide Gompany A. Qompany A, whish

was st1ll ab the GREY CASTIE but had completed driving the
Germans from the bﬁildings, was put in LT mm*shahds_.-_ He

led them south: the Germans mrmaa right back imto the build- ,~
ings and fired et them as they wi.thtﬂi"x-aw through the hedgerows.
The Company got down to the AMFREVILLT-CAUQUIGNY road without
difficulty, knocking .gut one machine gun post enrcmta; while

they were in movementl a runner came in -wi'th the nessege that.
Gompany B had advanoed rapidly to the road and wes now mﬂvin@
eastward along the northern glde; they wa,ntad Gompau;r c tc coma -
on as rapidly as posaib.le. This, bhey d:.d, crossing the main
road and dapioyin@; with platoons in line .a;l.one;ra .heage.row




bounding an oat - fisld, ready for the Sweep east. As they

moved out they tripped several alarm devices set by the enemy.

MARR talked to the Company COmmandér and suggested that he
had better try to make contacf on the left; he was told that
Gbmpany B was probably‘on-ahead in any cﬁae and that contact
would he made automatically when Company G pulled abreast.
But right after that they came to a road fork in the darkness
mistook their direction.and turned sout hward aloug the hedge-
row, thinking this was the boundary of the main road. {Nota o
Thlis is the same road along which SG. INEALE moved his men on a
the following day.) Tt was then about 0330. They got about
miﬁway of the field along which they were advancing anl began

to draw sporadic fire from thelr front. 8till, the Company

moved on rapldly to the ond of the field: there thay came

abreast of a aunken road, and as they looked threugh the hedge

at what lay anead they saw they were almost within touching

position of a Garman artlllery position. Thirty yards away,

' NMRR counted three 8&s and a snubmnoaed howmtzer. Tt wes atillf“\

dark but by the starlight he could see the guns and men ﬂroup- '

ad around them,

The Gezmans had seen the Company at the samne tims. Some of
themr began yelline‘ "Kamerad!" and other things in German.
They seemed wholly shocked by tha surprige and for the moment
they made no move to fire, All alon. the American line men

were yelling: "Don't fire! The Germans are going to surrender, -




